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gloriously set forth in Hebrews, but it is not in that 
book. It shines like a jewel in James, the Epistle 
on works. The first five verses of the fourth chapter 
paint a dark picture of war, lust, and envy. Then 
comes one of the blessed and sharp contrasts of 


agriculturist in Oderbruch. In 1851 he joined the 
Kaiser Franz regiment and at the same time studied 
philosophy and law at the University of Berlin. Later 
he became manager of a great estate in Pomerania. 
Then his “call” came. 


the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee.” He went 
to Basel for training in a mission training school. 
After further study in Erlangen and Berlin and 
some pastoral service Bodelschwingh went to Paris 
to take charge of the German church there. Paris 


: ) then was the city having the third largest German 
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good works is this encouragement for the helpless 
man. Yes, the past may be black, the burdens of 
the present too heavy to bear, and the future ominous 
— “but he giveth more grace.” 


needed many reapers lest it should spoil. 

“One day I had mounted my horse to visit a neigh- 
boring village to hire workmen for the harvest, Then 
I passed to Bublitz, a little place where a mission 


largely Hessians, men, women, and children who 
worked from four in the morning until noon. The 
German church which ministered to this heterogeneous 


population ran back to the Thirty Years’ War when 
festival was being held. I tied my horse outside to many Germans escaped to Paris and, strange as it 
hed weekly 2 see what was going on. The pastor’s text was, ‘The may seem, were able through all the years of subse- 
in advance, harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
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Those Missing Links 


It is. not strange that evidence to prove God’s 
Word untrue is missing. It has been missing for a 
long while, and it wil! continue to be missing. When 
evolution was first put forward as a theory of man 
it was admitted that a link was missing between 
certain lower and higher forms of life. The missing 
link has never been found, and in recent years sci- 


pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest field.’ He pic- 
tured with power the needs of the heathen and finally 
asked if there was not one iti the:church who would 
dedicate his life to this service. My heart responded, 
“Yes, I will gladly go.’ I rode home full of joy,’ con- 
cerned first to finish my task with the earthly harvest. 
I secured a manager to take my place on. the estate. 
On the night of October 11 I tied up my effects and 


quent persecution to continue Lutheran services in 
this Catholic capital. 

Years of strenuous ‘pastoral work followed. Bodel- 
schwingh and his wife were often cheated, lied to, and 
robbed by those they helped,—a not uncommon pas- 
toral experience elsewhere. Prodigal sons who had 
fled to Paris were frequently sent back to Germany 
to serve out their terms and later to start afresh. 
An extensive ministry of visi‘ation among the hos- 
pitals was carfied on. During the wars of 1866 and 
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1870 he served as field chaplain with the Prussian 
army. 

= the late sixties -his attention was drawn to the 
needs of epileptics, suffering pariahs who, if in child- 
hood years, are shut out from schools, if men and 
women, from employment and church services and 
all other places of public attendance. Before 1867 
there was no institution in Germany for the care of 
such unfortunates. The Rhenish and Westphalian 
Inner Missions were led to undertake this work 
through ohkgervation of the John Bost asylums in 
France. In Bielefeld in Westphalia some prominent 
ladies opened a little home for this class of sufferers, 
Pastor Wissmann preaching at the opening from what 
has proved to be a prophetic text: “A little one shall 
become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation: 
I the Lord will hasten it.’ Two years later Pastor 
Bodelschwingh was invited to become its superintend- 
ent. Epileptics are of all the sick the hardest to care 
for. Night rest is constantly broken for the devoted 
nurses and the greatest tension of body and mind is 
required at the time of these attacks. Only the grace 
of God would induce any to take up the task of caring 
for epileptics and of living in a community of thou- 
sands of epileptics. Bodelschwingh, out of ripe experi- 
ence, was wont to affirm that unbelief was the child 
of pride and spiritual leanness rather than of intellec- 
tual acumen. 

A professor of liberal theology brought his students 
once to visit the Bethel colony of epileptics. When he 
had gone through he called on Father Bodelschwingh, 
“Herr Pastor,” he said, “how much good you are 
doing to these poor sick people, and how kindly you 
have received us. But why are you so opposed to 
my theology?” 

“My dear Professor,” returned Bodelschwingh, 
“without the old theology I could not care for a single 
epileptic sick person, nor could you.” 

The old theology has raised up an army of devoted 
souls to care for the sick,—epileptics, insane, de- 
fectives, consumptives, neurotics, alcoholists, and other 
human refuse —both at Bethel and by Bethel nurses 
throughout | Germany. Some 1,600 sisters and 400 
brothers are thus engaged. Bethel sisters are to be 
found in the University clinic and at the Charité 
at Berlin, in the great Bremen hospital, in the Ger- 
man hospitals in London, Paris, Metz; at Nice, Davis, 
and elsewhere. To all the hospitals to which Pastor 
Bodelschwingh lent his nurses he made two conditions, 
first that there should be no card-playing among pa- 
tients, secondly that the sisters should be allowed to 
hold brief morning prayers. 

Bodelschwingh’s heart went out for the unemployed 
wandering from place to place. “It is a great injus- 
tice when one comforts the little man, who like the 
rest of us must stand with both feet on the earth, 
merely with the promise of the next world,” he said 
on one occasion, Clement Perthés of Bonn had at 
an earlier date established Home Inns for traveling 
apprentices to keep the lads out of drinkshops and 
to give them a Christian environment. Bodelschwingh 
extended this charity with “workmen’s colonies.” In 
this he had the co-operation of his old playfellow, 
the Crown Prince Frederick, The latter’s silver wed- 
ding had been the occasion for large gifts, “and half 
of these he turned over to Bodelschwingh for his 
charities, On the still paths of the Schlossgarten at 
Potsdam there was sealed an agreement between the 
two for the welfare of “the brethren of the highways.” 

He bought a large tract of land on the great Han- 
overian Wietingsmoor, where once the Lombards lived 
and which shows even still many traces of Hunnish 
invasion. The land was worthless, and he set tramps 
to redeeming it. So sandy was the soil that horses 
had to be shod with wide wooden shoes in order not 
to sink in and specially built plows had to be devised. 
Lime neutralized the land’s acidity: artificia! man- 
ures brought it to a relative fertility. Great quantities 
of peat for burning were taken out and used in heat- 
ing the Bethel buildings. The men who redeemed the 
moor were also renewed. They were of all condi- 
tions, young and grayheads, workmen and barons, the 
educated and those who had hardly been at school. 

The colony of Freistatt now furnishes the heating 
material for all the Bethel buildings, save the larger 
hospitals with central heating plants, and the 5,000 
inmates receive no. little of their food from the same 
source, Wilhelmsdorf on the Senne, once wholly 
worthless, is now a little paradise of orchards, fields, 
and settlements. As an old agriculturist von Bodel- 
schwingh knew the moralizing power of outdoor work 
on the land, the Erdsegen,’ (“earth-blessing”) — es- 
pecially for alcoholists. 

It will interest forum addicts to know that this 
greatest of social workers never concerned himself 
with the great and growing literature of the social 
problem. He read nothing of it. When Professor 
Riggenbach of Basel once questioned him concerning 
“the social question,” he replied, “I never speak of 
things of which I know nothing.” But he was ever 
ready. to attack it concretely if not verbally. Thus 
be bought large areas of land and constructed work- 
men’s -homes in the outskirts of Bielefeld, each -with 
its garden; and organized a society to this end. “In 
order to be ripe forthe heavenly Home,” he. would 
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say, “one must first have had a loved earthly one. 
This brings Heimweh (“homesickness”) for the 
Father’s house.” Bethel pioneered Brockensammlung, 
or salvage industries, and in this way gave employ- 
ment to many of his dependents. He developed col- 
onies for those out of work in thé neighborhood of 
Berlin. He induced the people on the Frisian islands 
in the North Sea to establish Christian hospices for 
Christian folk of moderate means and helped secure 
the capital for their erection. Now there are five 
such, so well has the first succeeded. As if his hands 
were not full enough at home he undertook foreign 
mission work in Ruanda, the Belgian Congo. 

“It is the rule of the Kingdom of God,” he would 
say, “that we should put the greatest efforts where the 
need is greatest.” So he opened a refuge for lepers 
which his own son went from Germany to lead. The- 
ologians, handworkers, farmers, nurses, teachers vol- 
unteered to min this mission. Basel tradesmen went 
out to engage in business with the expectation of com- 
peting out of the country the corrupting Mohammedan 
merchants. A colony of freed slaves was established 
at Lutindi. Also a home for insane Negroes whose 
normal treatment was to be either subjected to the 
torture of fearful exorcising ceremonies or simply to 
be bound and thrown from the top of a cliff. The 
freed slaves made admirable -2ttendants and nurses, 
displaying a calmness and presence of mind often 
greater than that which characterized the more nerv- 
ous Europeans. 

Bodelschwingh lived in the premonition of a coming 
new age and a coming King. “Father stood ever 
under the impression of great coming events,” says his 
biographer. “Children,” he often said, “what mighty 
experiences you are going to hakhold. It will not be 
long before the Lord will come.” He had a true 
estimate of the fact and power of the Evil One. He 
was accustomed to visit his maniac patients, bringing 
flowers to them, and never was he attacked. But the 
flood of blasphemy, which at times met him, con- 
firmed in him the Biblical convietion that among these 
sick it is not only and always physical sickness, but 
that there are also at work the powers of a Satanic 
world. “I cannot believe that such waves of obscenity 
come out of the heart of a pure girl. They have their 
origin in another world.” 

One of his last creations was a theological school 
which has in the intervening years become nearly if 
not the largest in Germany. When he was a member 
of the Reichstag he refused to oppose the return of 
the Jesuits to Germany. Doubtless he was wrong. 
But he was certainly right in what he said of our 
Protestant Jesuits. 

“More dangerous, more profoundly disintegrating, 
more poisonous than the activities of the fathers of 
the Society of Jesus is the evil which our church 
carries about in its own bosom. An unceasing flood 
of unbelieving criticism pours out of our theological 
chairs over the poor theological students in our uni- 
versities, shaking ‘the very foundation of their faith 
in Scripture. How many young theologians enter the 


university happy in their faith only to return home . 


with faith destroyed. The tears of fathers and mothers 
cry out against such horrible shepherds of souls in 
evangelical seminaries. They offer to prepare serv- 
ants for the church and can do no better than to make 
them suspicious of* Scripture truth. I would far 
rather break stone than do this! ... They are empty 
hearts, clouds without water, bare, unfruitful trees. 
They make of the Bible a book worthless for a poor 
sinner to live and die by. From it comes no power 
for victory over sin, for progress in holiness. Christ 
is to them no longer a once dead, now risen Redeemer, 
sitting at the right hand of God and making interces- 
sion for us.” 

So he opened a Bible school in connection with his 
city of suffering where students could come for ex- 
perience in the care of the s‘ck, for practical pastoral 
work, for the development of the heart in ministries 
of seryice. Praxis epibasis theorias, was his motto: 
“Experience is the basis for theory.” And out of this 
modest school has grown the great Bethel Seminary. 

Truly a man of fertile initiative. He could and did 
work sixteen hours a day. One thinks of him, for 
example, when visiting the capital on some enterprise, 
traveling through the Berlin streets, calling at govern- 
ment offices and ministries of state, upstairs and down- 
stairs from 8 A. M. to 3 P. M., an old man of eighty, 
his only refreshment an apple. After every call his 
stenographer stood outside with him and took down 
the notes of the conference just held. 

And a man of Spartan life. His own household was 
managed with utmost economy. At times he would 
have family evenings to which he would invite the 
nurses. Then white bread was served with butter 
and ham and cheese, an exceptional table which 
greatly delighted his own childre=. 

Bodelschwingh was a saint and a man of prayer. 
The little epileptic Matthias lay sick to death at the 
Zoar colony. As he grew weaker his hard-pressed 
spirit seemed to become clearer. He rejoiced at. the 
thought of -his early departure as at the thought of 
a festival. But with this peace came later doubts and 
gloomy - questionings.. He begged impertunately that 
Pastor Bodelschwingh might -come to pray with him. 
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“I said, ‘Matthias, we must not disturb the house- 
father. He has so much to do.’ But he persisted: 
‘lL want to pray once more with Pastor Bodel- 
schwingh.’ Who could refuse a dying request? I 
ran up the slope and found the busy man standing 
at his desk before a heap of letters, an assistant at 
each hand to whom he was dictating or directing tasks. 
How many matters came to him! 

“He stopped a moment with, ‘Brother, what can I 
do for you?’ 

“I told him that Matthias was lying at the point 
of death at Zoar and, hard pressed with doubts, beg- 
ged that he might come to pray with him. - 

“For reply he seized his hat, and without coat (it 
was a bitter February day), hastened down the valley. 
With a rush he passed up the stairway and was at 
the dying boy’s side. All haste and hurry then ceased. 
There he stood, the fatherly form before the dying. 
He took the dry feverish hand. His wonderful clear 
oe, rested, full of love, on the pitiful figure as he 
said: 

“‘Fear not, Matthias,’ saith the Saviour, ‘I have 
redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name. Thou 
art mine. Why, then, dost thou fear, Matthias? Let 
us pray, my child.’ 

“And he prayed as only one can who has learned 
to pray in the school of the eternal High Priest, and 
behold all was still! 

“Then he hastened back to his study where so much 
work awaited him.” 




















Did Christ Fall Under the Cross? 


“Misquoted Scripture” may include other mistakes 
than those of quoting the words of a Bible verse in- 
correctly. A Rhode Island reader comments inter- 
estingly on this: 

Your interesting items about ‘“Misquoted Scrip- 
ture” remind me of another error that is rather com- 
mon. That is, many people get a certain idea and 
neglect. to verify it, so go on making a mistake. 

For instance, in our Sunday-school we were study- 
ing an outline Life of Christ, with little talks and 
questions. When we got to the crucifixion one of 
our young teachers said it puzzled her about Jesus 
falling under the cross, as she couldn’t see what lesson 
we were to get from it; it looked as if, since he was 
unable to carry his burden, a Christian might not 
be able to bear his. Our whole Sunday-school hesi- 
tated, advanced a few tentative theories, and decided 
to look it up through the week. We always go right 
to the Bible, and, upon comparing accounts, we found 
no place where it even hinted that our Lord fell or 
fainted or was not able to carry his cross. Where 
then did we get the idea? From pictures, evidently. 
Since then we’ve been questioning the truth of pic- 
tures as well as of quotations, taking nothing for 
granted. 


The Bible does not say that the Lord Jesus fell 
while carrying his cross. Paintings of the old mas- 
ters picture this, but, as the Rhode Island reader initi- 
mates, pictures of Bible events are noi divinely inspired 
as were the Scriptures themselves. There is, how- 
ever, an incident recorded by Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, from which doubtless the mistaken idea that 
our Lord fell under thé cross may have been inferred. 
As they led our Lord out from the court of the judg- 
ment-hall to be crucified, “they compel one Simon a 
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, 
the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bedr his cross” 
(Mark 15:21). This says neither that our Lord had 
fallen nor that he would have been unable to carry 
his cross to the place of crucifixion. 

But even if God had permitted our Lord’s physical 
strength at that time to be such that he could not 
bear the heavy weight of the wooden cross, we know 
that the Son of God our Saviour did indeed bear the 
whole weight of all that the cross stood for in its 
shame and curse. 

He had taken the crushing weight of the cross upon 
himself from the foundation of the world. 

He consented to it in the words, “Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do 
thy will, O God.” . 

He accepted it the night before the crucifixion in 
the garden of Gethsemane in the words, “Neverthe- 
less not my will, but thine, be done.” 

Knowing no sin, he was willing “to be sin for us, 
. . . that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.” 

Taking the cross, he “redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is writ- 
ten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 

So, borne by the cross on Calvary, he “bare our 
sins in his own body on *he tree,” and thus he carried 
the cross to the very end, even until he could say, 
“It. is. finished.” 
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When Wang Tsing Yu Thirsted for Revenge 


A blind beggar who found surprising light for 
his eyes and heart 


By Alice 


Purves-Smith 














NE day years ago, away back in the nineties, 

when Dr. Purves-Smith was busy in the 

London Mission Hospital in Tien-tsin, North 
China, there suddenly appeared on the steps of the 
great doors on the main street a poor, ragged, dilap- 
idated man, groping his- way with a stick, for 
was totally blind. _There he stood, shaking from head 
to foot, afraid to step in because, as he afterward told 
the doctor, he thought that if he attempted to do so 
a great trapdoor would open and he would go down 
to the pit. But he had only to wait a few minutes 
before one of the many kind helpers came forward 
and led him, though still trembling, into the Chapel 
waiting-room. There, for the first time in his life 
he heard strange, good words about a God who loves 
sinful men. 

“Ah!” thought he, “I would not have come here 
if my own suffering had not driven me to it, and of 
one thing I am determined, no one shall ever persuade 
me to believe in the gods of the hated foreigner.” 

After a while, back came the same assistant and 
led him into the dispensary, trembling still more vio- 
lently at the thought of getting into the hands of 
the dreaded foreign doctor. 

To his great surprise, however, the doctor’s voice 
was gentle, and he was full of sympathy as he lis- 
tened to his pitiful story, which, learned from him 
bit by bit during his stay in the hospital, was as 
follows: 

Wang-tsing-yu, for this was his name, lived in a 
village some hundreds of miles from Tien-tsin. He 
was poor and lived with his old widowed aunt. Quite 
near him lived a wealthy family. The son of the 
rich man and Wang were well acquainted, but by no 
means friendly. One day the two had a quarrel, and 
the young patrician insulted his poorer neighbor, 
What could he do? His enemy was not only rich, 
but he was a scholar and a Hsu-tsai (M.A.), and that 
counts for a great deal in China. His family, too, 
were very influential people and on friendly terms 
with all the high officials in the neighborhood. But 
there was one thing in which Wang was the superior 
of his opponent: having been a hard working man 
all his life, he was physically far the stronger of the 
two. 


Suffering Alone 


So he challenged his enemy to an open fight. In 
a very short time the thing was over, and the scholar 
fled to his home in a great rage. Seizing his gun 
he rushed through the crowd that stood around Wang 
offering their congratulations and discharged the 
weapon in his eyes. The shot was fired at such 
close range that the gunpowder sank into his skin, 
and worst of all into hi¥ eyes, rendering him quite 
blind. This was a terrible blow, not only for him 
but for his friends, and all efforts to “speak peace” 
were unavailing. 

The pain and loss of sight goaded him to madness, 
and all he could think of was how best to wreak his 
vengeance, With this one idea he went to the local 
magistrate, but seeing that that official, being no doubt 
bribed by the other party, would not listen to him, he 
determined never to give up until he had reached the 
highest court in the land, and this he persisted in, in 
spite of the remonstrances of his friends, who told 
him he might spend his little all and even then get 
no redress; so, tying all his hard earned savings into 
his handkerchief (the only purse of the poor man in 
China), and accompanied by several of his acquaint- 
ances, he started out. Walking that weary road was 
no easy matter, and soun his so-called friends one by 
one left him. 

To go to Peking he must needs go through Tien- 
tsin two hundred miles distant; yet going on foot, 
getting only what he could beg, lonely, blind, and 
almost helpless, he still persevered in his purpose. 
So: strong was the thirst for vengeance that he was 
willing to endure untold suffering, not wanting to 
part with a cent but to save up his little hoard of 
money in the hope that it would gain for him an 
entrance to the “Great Man” in the Capital. 

After a long and bitter experience he at last reached 
Tien-tsin. Alas! the city gates were closed, so, un- 
willing to pay the price of a lodging, he lay down to 
sleep under the shelter of the great gate. When he 
awoke in the morning he found, to his consternation 
that all his money had been stolen. What could he 
do? Alone in a strange city, blind and penniless! 
Yet even in these straits his one great concern was 
that his last chance of reaching Peking and obtain- 
ing his much-longed-for revenge seemed to be lost to 
him for ever. By this time revenge was the only 
thing he felt to be worth living for! 


Wang had been blinded by gunpowder. His one 
coneuming desire was to regain his sight that he 
might avenge himself. He had heard that in the 
foreign hospital medicines were concocted out of 
human eyes and hearts. But despair drove him 
there, and he received more than the use of his 
eyes. Mrs. Purves-Smith, a former missionary to 
China, gives in this story a striking example of 
the Psalmist’s words, “Surely the wrath of man 
shall praise thee.” 








The only chance for him now was to beg, and this 
he did but with scant success, Many times he was 
tempted to commit suicide. 

One day an inn-keeper whom he met tried hard to 
persuade him to go to the foreign hospital in the 
Taku Road, where there was a clever doctor, who 
would, he thought, be sure to do him good. Unfor- 
tunately he also heard that few who went into that 
place ever come out alive, but their eyes and hearts 
were used to make medicine. No, the risk was too 
great! At last after days of misery he made up his 
mind to end his life. 

With this intention he went to the bridge to throw 
himself into the river. Just as he was about to do 
so, something seemed to deter him. Turning away 
he met a man who asked what he was doing, and to 
him he told much of his sad story. 


Found by the Saviour 


This time his friend was a Christian and he urged 
him very earnestly to go to Dr. Smith’s hospital. 
More ready to take advice this second time he hired 
a boy to lead him and started out. 

When he got to the Foreign Concession and found 
there was a large hospital just opposite the mission 
run by Chinese doctors, his fear of the foreigner 
returned, and he turned aside into the “Pei-Yang” 
as it was called. After an examination he was told 
nothing could be done for his eyes; but, said the 
medical man, “You had better come every day and 
have them attended to.” For that reason he spent 
several weary weeks, begging in the morning and 
going to the hospital in the afternoon. 

At last, like the prodigal son, he came to himself. 
“Why should I not go to the foreigner?” he thought. 
“If he is able to cure my eyes, then I shall be able 
to gain my end and have my revenge. If they kill 
me, I shall even then be no worse.off than I am at 
present.” It took him a whole week to make up his 
mind, and then as we have already heard, he pre- 
sented himself at the mission hospital. 

Once within, the kindness and attention he received 
week after week gradually disarmed his prejudice. 
Why were they so kind? What was the reason for 
it all? Could it be that, after all, the religion they 
taught had some influence on their conduct? He 
would try to find out. Thus with his first yielding, 
the Spirit of God began to work in his heart. Weeks 
before his four months in the hospital were over, he 
was listening earnestly to the Gospel; he became in- 
terested, the truth gripped him, he believed! He 
would like to be baptized! 

But that was a difficult question. Did he really 
trust in Christ? 

“Yes, certainly,” he said. 


“What about forgiving your enemy?” asked the 
doctor. 








Four Books 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


W®* HAD a friend who left his simple faith 

For some strange doctrine which he dimly heard; 
A book was lent that measured new for him 

The verities and values of the Word. 


A pastor’s spirit yearned that greater grace 
Upon the preached Word should strongly rest ; 
A book, prayer-wrapped, was sent to him, and lo, 
His labors more abundantly were blessed! 


A mother drank, as aged people do, 
The bitter cup of loss and old regret ; 
We gave a book, and soon her fading eyes 
Upon the glory set before were set. 


Our son was not at all God’s man until 
He read a book— in value quite unpriced! 
Then clearly saw his sin, confessed and stood 
With joy upon the finished work of Christ. 


“Oh, that I can never do,” he replied in a straight- 
forward way. Then he added, “That is the real rea- 
son why I was so anxious to get my eyes healed, I 
can now have my revenge.” 

“You know the prayer we pray every morning in 
the Ward service, don’t you? How do you expect to 
be forgiven if you will not forgive?” was the good 
doctor’s reply. 

For nearly a week the struggle went on. Then one 
morning when the doctor was making his usual visits, 
he said, with a face full of joy: “Doctor, I want 
to tell you I have forgiven that man; and now I want 
to be baptized. I am going home as quickly as you 
will let me to try to win my enemy for Christ.” 

Oh, the joy when the bandages were removed and 
he found he could see!” I now have light in my.eyes 
and light in my heart, I am going to serve Christ and 
seek to win others for him. When I came here, I 
was penniless and blind and hopeless, but now I have 
light in my eyes, the joy of forgiveness in my heart, 
and with me the Bible which is more precious than 
all the money in the world!” he declared. 

But when he reached his home his enemy fled from 
him, and even his friends tried to persuade him that 
he was making a great mistake. For the sake of the 
family honor it was his duty to take what revenge 
he could, and certainly never to be friends again, 
cried they. Still he held to his point, till after a 
while a group of people gathered around him, anxious 
to know something of this wonderful Gospel with 
power to change Wang in so remarkable a way. 

To these the wonderful story of the love of God 
and the atoning sacrifice of Christ was told again 
and again, until their interest increased and they 
wanted to hear more, or to read for themselves from 
the Book in which such a wonderful story was writ- 
ten. The uncle of Wang’s former enemy who was 
also a scholar started coming to his home to read 
the Scriptures to him and others who gathered there; 
and so the work went on, 

At the New Year, which in China is the greatest 
annual festival when rich and poor alike keep holiday 
and visit their relatives and friends, a crowd from 
the aristocratic home paid complimentary visits to 
Mr. Wang, even the women calling to see his aunt. 

Great indeed was their rejoicing. 


Suffering with Christ 


Several years later, in the beginning of 1900, Mr, 
Chapin of the American Board Mission and another 
missionary visited the city of Tong-chang-fu, near 
which Wang’s village was situated. It was shortly 
before the Boxer Rebellion, and the city was so in- 
tensely antiforeign and antichristian, that after ten 
days it was so evident that the people wanted neither 
the hated foreigner nor his religion, that the mission- 
aries became discouraged and were preparing to leave. 
As they were sitting in their little room at the back 
of the Chapel on Sunday afternoon discussing the 
situation, in came two men, It took but a few min- 
utes to discover from their bright faces and difference 
of manner that they were Christians. Wang-tsing-yu, 
for it was he with a friend, kept them keenly interested 
while he told his wonderful story, and he pleaded 
earnestly that something might be done to help for- 
ward the cause of Christ in his village. 

Alas! very soon after this the Rebellion broke 
out, when so many of our faithful native Christians 
as well as our dear missionaries laid down their lives 
for their Master. Wang and his friend and family 
fled to the mountains, and were in hiding from June 
to September. But this hard experience did not in 
the least dampen Wang’s ardor, and as soon as peace 
was restored he returned to his home and renewed his 
efforts for the spread of the Gospel with earnestness 
and energy, and with marked success. 

The aforementioned missionaries did not get an op- 
portunity to visit the village again until 1902, when 
they found the work still going on steadily. Mr. 
Wang was having regular meetings in his own home, 
and a large number of inquirers were gathered. 

About ten were baptized at that time, among whom 
were several members of the family of Wang’s for- 
mer enemy. 

When we last heard from them, the uncle of the 
young man was saved, and he and many others of the 
family were greatly interested, but we have not heard 
of his being saved. 

In 1907 we heard that the work was still increasing, 
and as the little room was so overcrowded, Mrs. 
Arthur Smith was seeking to raise sufficient money 
to build them a Chapel. 


Victorra, B. C., Can. 
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The Bible Confirmed by Science. By W. Bell Daw- 
son, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S. (Marshall, Morgan and Scott, 
Ltd., London, three shillings and sixpence.) “If only 
scholars as well as scientists would accept the Bible 
as reliable, they would escape many mistakes and 
difficulties. . . . There are many hints in Scripture 
which would give guidance to science in its investi- 
gations, if only the Bible were regarded as a revela- 
tion from God, and its every word deserving of atten- 
tion.” So decides the eminent scientist of Canada, 
Dr..W. Bell Dawson. It is refreshing and encour- 
aging to read such a defense of the Bible as his book 
contains. Every one of its nine chapters teems with 
unassailable logic, factual proof, demonstrable evi- 
dence and intense realism. The Bible is the inspired 
Word of God to this eminent scientist, and he makes 
his belief and reasons very plain. Dr. Dawson chides 
modern liberals and evolutionists with trying to make 
the Scriptures say other things than what they do 
say. With the skill of a master he sets forth what 
the Scriptures do truly say and proves that reliable 
science overwhelmingly corroborates the Bible. 

With astonishing discernment the writer points to 
the causes of idolatry. This is a pressing problem 
of the present, since about two-thirds of the human 
race are still under the dominance of idolatry and 
fatalism. From the Bible itself he shows that what 
God therein set forth as a penalty for forsaking him, 
man ‘has carried out. 

Mythology, pantheism, evolution, and creation are 
major considerations in the book. All are dealt with 
and exposed in their proper relationships to the Scrip- 
tures. Dr. Dawson asks questions of the evolutionist 
which cannot be answered outside of God’s revelation 
in his Word. Quoting his father Sir William Daw- 
son, —another of the great scientists of the British 
Empire,—he declares an inescapable conclusion in 
matters of origins:. “I know nothing about the origin 
of man except what I am told in the Scripture — 
that. God created him, I do not know anything more 
than that, and I do not know anybody who does. 
would say with Lord Kelvin that there is nothing in 
science that reaches the origin of anything at all.” 

An illuminating chapter deals with the causes of 
world-wide superstition and its cure. Dr. Dawson 
truly states: “It is:also very remarkable, even from 


a merely historical standpoint, that the Bible itself. 
is so entirely free from. superstition in all its forms.” 


Of course, only divine inspiration can. account for this. 

This book ought to have the widest circulation. It 
is written by a master mind truly sympathetic with 
the seeker aiter truth. It should be distributed widely 
among young people who are being puzzled by what 
they learn in the liberal college and university. Dr. 
Dawson ranks high as a scientist. He is a Gold 
Medalist in Geology and Natural Science, a Member 
of the Institute of Civil Engineers, and a Laureate of 
the Academy of Sciences, Paris. He gives to the 
world conclusions which have behind them the patient 
investigation of a lifetime. To him the Bible is 
reliable in its revelations. 


Liberating the Lay Forces of Christianity. By John 
R. Mott, LL.D, (Macmillan Co., New York, $2.) 
Dr. Mott’s presentation of the state of affairs among 
the laymen and ministers of our churches is nothing 
short of tragic. The statistics of 1930 reveal that 213,- 
122 Protestant churches in the United States, manned 
by 189,436 Protestant ministers, and having 30,956,510 
members, had only a net increase in membership of 
75,756, or an average of one member per annum for 
every 2.8 churches. “Expressed otherwise, there was in 
the entire year 1930 an accession of one member to the 
Protestant church membership of the United States 
to every 409 Protestant church members and to ap- 
proximately every two and one-half Protestant min- 
isters.” This is appalling. Such a decline in soul 
winning is an acute sign of spiritual decay. 

What is the cause of the dormancy among laymen? 
Dr. Mott declares: “Evidently there has been a widely 
prevailing and grave misconception among laymen as 
to what it means to be a church member.” But who 
is to blame? It is regrettable, yet quite plain, that Dr. 
Mott himself has failed to find the cure, for his vast 
influence aims to stir the sleeping energies of men 
irrespective of certain fundamental conditions. He 
says: “The need of the hour is an awakening of the 
laymen of all the churches to a realization of their 
latent energies ‘and their pressing responsibility and 
the relating of that boundless power to the program 
of the Living Christ.” (Italics are the reviewer's.) 
But hcw would Dr. Mott bring this about? By or- 
ganizations, commissions, committees, activities, and 
social service. One would not belittle the importance 
of these, but there is missing in this book what is 
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essential in the face of the problem: That laymen 
who are indifferent and inactive in many modern 
churches are only so because they have never been 
exposed to thorough Bible instruction and the warm 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

Throughout the book it seems that Dr. Mott fails 
to recognize the underlying cause of the spiritual leth- 
argy among many’ groups of church members. He 
assumes that little difficulty exists in the vast diver- 
gence of Modernism with its soporific effect upon the 
people who unfortunately fall under its teaching. If 
there is a general decline in Christian witnessing, is 
there not a cause? Would there be this alarming 
state of apathy if the laymen had been strengthened 
to obey the Word of God as his authoritative will 
and cleanse their hearts in the blood of Christ? There 
is nothing somnolent about laymen who are faithfully 
taught God’s Word from the pulpit. Fervent Bible 
preaching makes church members into soul-winners. 

Dr. Mott has nothing to say about preachers who 
belittle Christ from the pulpit and strip him of all 
glory; power, and authority. The book is weak in 
dealing with the glaring causes of cynicism and in- 
difference among laymen. Many would have rejoiced 
had Dr. Mott waded into deep waters where false 
currents flow. It would have thrilled multitudes to 
read an unsparing denunciation of the pulpit treach- 
ery which leads so many astray and of the intellectual 
humbuggery which kills the burning _passion in the 
hearts of men which the Holy Spirit quickens within 
them at regeneration. 

Yet there is a great deal in this book which is ad- 
mirable. It takes stimulating reading. Its analysis 
is keen so far as it goes. Its challenge is vibrant. 
Dr. Mott makes many valuable suggestions. The one 
on retreats is exceptionally good. 


Soul Reveries. By Charles: L.. Goodell. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) Radio sermons 
delivered by a preacher of the Gospel who bears the 
euphonious title of “The Shepherd of the Air” are 


brought together in this volume. Doctrinal discussion. 


is tabooed, and there is little of Bible exposition. 
Yet the sermons are full of earnest thoughts on vital 
subjects and make good reading. They are for the 
most part pleasing masterpieces of Christian philos- 
ophy. The evident evangelical tone of some would 
stamp Dr. Goodell as one who believes the Bible and 








Men Without God 


By William A. Corey. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) 


EART-BREAK and tragedy are in the life- 

stories of men without God, stories that picture 
with relentless truth what atheism does to atheists. 
There are few if any other books that have done what 
Mr. Corey, himself an ex-atheist, has done in bringing 
together the facts for both Christians and unbelievers 
to interpret. Readers of THe SuNpDAyY ScHooL TIMES 
will recall that the extraordinary human life docu- 
ments making up this volume first appeared as articles 
in the Times. 

The author tells how he fell away from the train- 
ing of a Christian home into the bondage and darkness 
of atheism, and how God, after twenty wasted years, 
graciously brought him back. He had many old friends 
who were still atheists, and intimate, personal inter- 
views gave the facts at first-hand, with permission 
to publish. Jack London’s genius, brilliant career, 
atheistic philosophy, and hopeless death are vividly 
described. The true stories show how atheism is the 
father of radical labor movements, Communism, and 
crime. A closing chapter is in shining contrast, full 
of “joy unspeakable and full of glory” in its portrayal 
of lives transformed by the Gospel, — “Something 
Atheism Cannot Do.” The bok is graciously dedi- 
cated to the Editor of the Times, who had the priv- 
ilege of working with Mr. Corey on this series. Pas- 
tors and Sunday-school workers, college folks and 
business men, will find a wealth of up-to-date material 
that exposes, not by theory but by fact, the insidious 
7 — claims of current and popular un- 
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its plain essential teachings. Controversy is adroitly 
avoided. But sin in its various forms and under its 
different titles is dealt with vigorously. Dr. Goodelt 
has sledgehammer blows for sin and a sincerely pater- 
nal interest in the sinner. However, since these ser- 
mons were delivered to vast numbers of listeners-in 
through a radio network, some of them would have 
been greatly improved if the way of salvation had 
been set forth more plainly and vigorously. Much 
advice to be found here ought to be adopted by many 
people in these days. The chapter on “Wedding Bells” 
might well be put in pamphlet form; it is exceptionally 
practical, frank, and appropriate.. Dr. Goodell has a 
faculty of taking a scrap of Scripture and attaching 
to it a remarkable fund of practical interpretation. 
Many cannot but wonder how it is possibie for a 
man of his deep spiritual convictions to continue his 
peculiar association with the Federal Council of 
Churches, 


God in the Shadows. By Hugh Redwood. (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) Peter Rawlings 
walked down the damp streets of Bristol, England, 
but felt no chill. “He felt instead a glow of excite- 
ment, a sense of adventure. He felt like a child, 
awaking from a magic dream to find the dream come 
true. He walked in the grip of wonder. And this 
was because he knew that at last he had met Reality.” 
Peter was born and raised in the midst of lifeless 
formalism. His religious training led to nowhere and 
nothing that was vital. His mother was a pitiable 
specimen of the kind usually called “modern.” In 
his youth “a great longing would come upon him; a 
passionate desire to throw his arms about his mother, 
and bury his face in the soft prettiness of her attire, 
and give her kiss for kiss. But there was nothing of 
her there to love, except the breath of violets.” 
Peter tells, “She died at Christmas-time, two months 
before Peter attained his majority, and her. son, stand- 
ing dry-eyed beside her grave, was saddened and soft- 
ened by the knowledge that they had finally eluded 
one another.” It is a vivid exposé of the “modern” 
mother. 

God came to Peter in a Salvation Army meeting. 
He was converted, enlisted as a Salvationist, served, 
grew self-centered, and finally went out into the world 
again. Then came the shadows around his~ home. 
Daphne his only child, now a grown up girl, was sick, 
grew worse, and was dying. Peter turned to Christ 
in the “shadows” and prayed. Daphne came back from 
the “shadows” and lived. Peter then walked in the 
will of Christ and became known as “Big Brother” 
down in London’s slums where he trod in the foot- 
prints of his Master. 

It is a vivid testimony. Its natural descriptions are 
the work of an adroit pen. The skill of a brilliant 
journalist depicts and indicts the smirking smugness 
of lifeless religious formalism which is not only de- 
void of the vital realities of the Gospel of Christ but 
manifests a superior pose toward them. Here in the 
pages of this book is a record of the battles and con- 
quests of God in the soul and life of Peter Rawlings. 
It is certainly autobiographical because “Big Brother” 
and Peter Rawlings are disclosed in the Introduction 
as none other than the author, Hugh Redwood. 


Missions in the Bible. By J. B. Lawrence. (Home 
Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention, Atlanta, 
Ga., cloth 75 cents, paper 50 cents.) Man does not 
seek God, but God seeks.man to save him. This is 
the heart of God’s missionary movement. God’s plan 
and purpose from the very beginning was to redeem 
the lost world. This purpose is seen in shadow in 
the old Testament, but is clearly and shiningly re- 
vealed in the New Testament. Christ’s message and 
work are for all mankind, and God has foreordained 
that the Church shall be the agent by which the Gos- 
pel is to be preached as a witness to all nations. He 
has even revealed the method by which the Church 
shall secure the necessary financial support of mis- 
sionary enterprises. He has also provided the Church 
with his Holy Spirit that she may be able to carry 
out his great missionary program. Thus*may be briefly 
summarized the contents of this book. The author 
has shown that we find missions in the Bible, in every 
book. In the chapter on “Missions and the Old Tes- 
tament Scriptures” is a fine section that shows how 
Christ is revealed in some way in every book of the 
Old Testament. The chapter on “Missions and the 
New Testament Scriptures” contains a similar section 
showing how every book'is rich in missionary signifi- 
cance. A strong argument for the tithe as God’s way 
of supporting the missionary enterprise is found in 
the chapter on “Missions and the Divine Plan of Sup- 
port.” The chapter on “Missions and the Holy Spirit” 
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is a fine exposition of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
showing that while human power can civilize, it can- 
not redeem, and that God’s power alone through the 
Holy Spirit can produce spiritual changes in the 
hearts of men. Occasional references in the book seem 
to indicate that the author holds the post millennial 
view, but these in no way affect the main theme of 
the book which is the missionary teaching of the 
Scriptures, God seeking man to save him. The book 
is composed~of six chapters. Each chapter is followed 
by a set of questions on the text and suggestions for 
notebook work. These features make the book valuable 
for mission study class work with young people or 
adults. 


Meat in Due Season. By Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. 
(Published by the author, 456 Fourth Ave. New 
York, $1.25.) Ten blessings that come from the study 
of prophecy are set forth in the first chapter of Dr. 
Gaebelein’s new book. One becomes more and more 
conscious of the reality of these blessings as he reads 
through the nineteen chapters. The well-known Edi- 
tor of Our Hope, with a clearness and assurance most 
welcome in these dark days, discusses the premillen- 
nial coming of Christ, the rapture of the saints, the 
Great Tribulation, the Antichrist, the future of Israel, 
Modernism, present world conditions, and other sub- 
jects. Of particular interest are: his declaration of 
a. “Biblical-Prophetic Belief” containing nine points; 
the chapter on “Dispensational Truths as Believed 
and Taught in the Second Century”; twelve reasons 
quoted from one of the Niagara Bible Conference 
speakers of fifty years ago and answering the ques- 
tion, “Why Am a Premillennialist”; his strong 
arguments showing that the whole Church, and not 
only a part of it, will be caught up at Christ’s coming ; 
and- his terrible indictment of Modernism as the cause 
of the unprecedented distress in the world today. 
There is a great deal of comfort in this volume, as 
in the beautiful chapter on “The Morning Star,” which 
shows that the coming of Christ for His saints is 
the imminent and blessed Hope of Christians. As 
Dr. Gaebelein answers hard questions and expounds 
difficult passages, he does so out of long experience 
as a Bible student and teacher, and in the light of 
the whole teaching of Scripture. In many places the 
way of salvation is clearly pointed out for the unsaved. 
Like the wise servant in the text from which the title 
is taken, Matthew 24:45, Dr. Gaebelein furnishes a 
bountiful table of solid nourishment for believers at 
a time when it. is sorely needed. 


Bible Difficulties. By W. Arndt. (Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, 75 cents.) Here is a valuable 
handbook for the Christian worker and Bible student. 
In these days of atheistic propaganda evangelical be- 
lievers are frequently challenged on the ground of 
the so-called discrepancies and difficulties in the Bible. 
To be uninstructed, questions along this line are often 
puzzling and sometimes seriously unsettling. A hand- 
book such as this, therefore, fills a genuine need. Dr. 
Arndt is Professor of Hermeneutics and New Testa- 
ment Exegesis at Concordia Lutheran Seminary, St. 
Louis. He proves himself familiar with the seem- 
ingly vulnerable parts of Scripture upon which enemies 
of the faith concentrate, and his explanations are both 
orthodox and reasonable. In the manner of a care- 
ful scholar he first considers general principles, such 
as the doctrine of inspiration (an unusually helpful 
discussion) and the infallibility of the Bible, and gives 
eight valuable criteria to be observed in dealing with 
hard passages, The specific difficulties are then dealt 
with chapter by chapter under the heads of Miracles, 
Moral Difficulties, Historical Difficulties, Scientific 
Difficulties, and Miscellaneous Passages, Two indexes, 
one of subjects and one of texts, add greatly to the 
value of the book. 


Is the World Growing Better; or, Is the World 
Growing Worse? The Drift. By H. C. Morrison, D.D. 
(Pentecostal Publishing Co., Inc., Louisville, Ky., $1.) 
The author rather anticipates the answer to his per- 
tinent and much mooted question when he dedicates 
his book to those children of God who see in the 
present darkness which precedes the dawn “untoward 
conditions” that point to the coming of the Lord in 
glory, and again in his preface when he states clearly 
his belief that the present “tremendous drift toward 
evil” points unmistakably to the end of the age. In 
doing so, however, he by no means detracts from the 
interest in his discussion, but rather stimulates the 
reader’s curiosity as to how he will prove his posi- 
tion. His opening chapter, “The Ebb and Flow of 
History” in a rapid summary demonstrates how the 
human hope for an era of world-wide peace has 
mounted again and again only to meet tragic disap- 
pointment.~ He cheerfully acknowledges the great ad- 
vancement of civilization along material lines and then 
proceeds to point out how that advancement, unaccom- 
panied by a similar trend in the things of the spirit 
has tended to produce the present crisis. The book 
happily is not merely a discussion of the question 
which gives it its name, from the author’s own bias 
and conviction. There are some very revealing sta- 
tistics and quotations from the press and from current 
literature which point with startling clearness to the 
terrible breakers ahead for our present-day civiliza- 
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tion even in America. Most alarming of all is the 
account of the destructive propaganda, both Atheistic 
and Communistic, prevalent in the classroom. The 
author closes with that note of hope and assurance 
which is being sounded everywhere today among those 
who “love His appearing.” 


The Bible Cross-Word Puzzle Book. By S. K. 
Davis. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.) A fine Sun- 
day. leisure time occupation for the young people in 
your home! By working the puzzles in this book the 
knowledge of Bible history and geography they pos- 
sess already may be exercised and at the same time 
new knowledge along this line may be gained. The 
book contains fifty not too difficult Bible cross-word 
puzzles with solutions in the back. A good feature 
of these puzzles is that the definitions for little known 
terms contain the Bible reference where the word 
may be found, but for terms that are more generally 
familiar or that may be found by reference to a 
concordance the Scripture location is not given. It 
is fun to go through the puzzle, first filling in all 
familiar words, then hunting up the words in the in- 
stances where your knowledge of the Bible makes this 
possible, and finally filling in the words for which you 
must use the concordance or the reference given in the 
puzzle. The book affords truly Christian educational 
recreation. 


The Bible Student’s Companion. By William 
Nicholson. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2.50.) 
It is a great convenience to have between two covers 
as many helps as this volume contains. All are ar- 
ranged in one alphabetical order running from the 





No Money is Needed 
From Any Reader of 
The Sunday School Times 
to Secure 
Any of These Books ! 


ERE is the way of it. 


You have read a review. You say to 
yourself, “I would like to own that book!” 


Well, why not own it? 


“But there are so many expenses, and less 
money than usual, that I simply can’t have it.” 


Not at all! Follow through! Don’t give up! 
For all you need to do to secure any book or 
books reviewed in the Times is this. And it 
is not hard to do: 


To secure any $1 book here reviewed, or 
advertised in the advertising columns, do not 
send a cent of your own money, but get five 
of your friends to take the Times for Ten 
Weeks at 25 cents for a Get Acquainted Sub- 
scription, send the subscription to THE SunpAY 
ScHoot Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, say what $1 book you want, 
and it is yours! 


That’s all there is to it. Everybody con- 
cerned is benefited. You get your book with- 
out money-cost to yourself, your friends get 
the Times’ wealth of help for ten weeks at a 
very small cost, the publishers reach a new con- 
stituency of temporary readers, many of whom 
will become permanent subscribers. 


Now choose your books! But how about 
books costing more, or costing less than a dol- 
lar? You can easily figure each case for your- 
self. For a $2 book secure ten trial sub- 
scriptions — twice as many as for a dollar book. 
For every twenty cents in the price of a book 
count one subscription. 


There are sure to be folks all around you who 
do not as yet take Toe Sunpay ScHoon Times. 
We call them our “Not-Yet Subscribers”! 
They ought to be subscribers, many of them 
will be, if you want some of these fine books 
enough to speak to a few friends about your 
Times, and get them out of the Not-Yet class 
into the Get Acquainted class! 


You only need to ask for some free specimen 
copies to receive them promptly. 


What books would you like? Then why 
not have them? 
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beginning to the end of the book. It is a’ 
of persons, places, proper names, Guitoina, \ 
like ; a fairly complete concordance; and a comm. 
on important subjects and difficult portions. The pre. 
nunciation of proper names is indicated. The explana- 
tion of the meaning of names is an important part of 
this work, as one’s study of the Bible may be enriched 
by such knowledge. There are a few drawings to 
illustrate the text. A great deal of information is 
given on Oriental customs, dress, expressions, and the 
like, giving evidence of the amount of study required 
to prepare this volume, and throwing light on many 
Bible passages. This is a convenient reference work 
that will be of great value to Sunday-school teachers, 
pastors, missionaries, and all other Christian workers. 


The Epistle of Paul to the Galatians. By Charles 
R. Erdman, D.D., LL.D. (Westminster Press, With- 
erspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, $1.) The confusion be- 
tween justification by works and justification by faith 
has persisted from Paul’s day to our own. There are 
multitudes of false teachers trying to turn the people 
of God away from Him who called them “into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not 
another.” Dr, Erdman’s clear exposition of Galatians 
is much needed in these days when scores of subtle 
errors would obscure the Gospel of grace. His book 
contains 128 pages, is well printed on good paper, 
and is bound in flexible cloth and may be carried in 
the pocket. The convenient size is a real advantage 
in these days when much reading is done in spare 
moments and in traveling. His Introduction sets forth 
clearly the authorship and aim, destination and date, 
and contents and analysis. The exposition follows a 
clear and convenient outline containing the following 
five main points: I. The Introduction, II. Paul’s 
Apostolic Authority, III. Justification by Faith, IV. 
Christian Liberty, V. The Conclusion. The subdivi- 
sions are not so numerous as to confuse the reader. 
At the beginning of each division the Scripture pas- 
sage is given in full, and then follows Dr. Erdman’s 
exposition of the text. There are many sentences 
that one would like to remember, such as the follow- 
ing: “Since the law could not justify and justifica- 
tion had come by faith in Christ, what a reflection 
upon Christ to insist that the followers of Christ 
lacked a righteousness which the law could supply!” 
He brings out many interesting points, as that “the 
conclusion of the letter, written in bold characters by 
Paul’s own hand, forms a compact summary of its 
entire contents.” Dr. Erdman believes that Paul dic- 
tated most of the Epistle to an amanuensis and then 
wrote the closing sentences with his own hand, accord- 
ing to 6:11. The doctrines of justification by faith 
and Christian liberty are clearly set forth in a man- 
ner that is true to the Scriptures. Dr. Erdman is 
careful to guard against the extreme of license, for 
under the heading of “Christian Liberty,” he has the 
following three divisions: A. Imperiled by Legalism, 
B. Perverted as Lawlessness, C. Perfected in Love. 
This little volume will be a great blessing to all who 
are troubled by legalism, and it will do much to in- 
crease the assurance and joy of salvation in the hearts 
of all those who are standing fast “in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 


Anna Coope, Sky Pilot of the San Blas Indians. 
An Autobiography. (American Tract Society, New 
York, $1.) Off the Isthmus of Panama, not far from 
the great Canal, lie the San Blas Islands, inhabited 
by an interesting tribe of Indians. They are a simple, 
industrious people, keeping very much to themselves 
and electing their own chiefs, who bear such names 
as John Davis, Charles J. Robinson, and Henry Clay. 
These chiefs have often a little education and are 
anxidus for their people to become enlightened. One 
requested that a teacher be sent them, a woman, for 
no white man is allowed to stay on their islands over 
night. God had prepared his messenger in the person 
of Anna Coope, a young woman of rich spiritual ex- 
perience and endowed with rare wisdom and courage 
and tact. She recognized the call from God, and in 
spite of opposition of priests and all the obstacles that 
could be put in her way, persevered and took God’s 
Word to them. She faced their curious customs, op- 
posed their sins, established schools among them, and 
is still living to see a glorious fruitage of her fabors. 
Her story as she tells it, and points out step by step 
God’s training in preparation for her life work, will 
strengthen the faith and courage of believers every- 
where, and bring special blessing to those earnestly 
desiring to be used of God in his service. A warm 
human touch, an active vital faith, and a sense of 
humor add a happy note to the narrative. 


Christ the Lord. By D, M. M’Intyre. (Fleming H. 
Revell, New York, $1.25.) Even before one opens 
the pages of this book, the title foreshadows its rev- 
erent spirit. Through it the devout Christian will be 
strengthened in the Faith, and led to rejoice with joy 
that is full of glory. The very heart of Christianity 
is here considered, for the most fundamental ques- 
tions of faith are those that concern the person of 
Christ. If a man really holds right views concerning 
the person of Christ, he will sooner or later get right 

(Continued on page 618) : 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S USE OF LEISURE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Lev. 23: 39-43; Neh. 8:9-18; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11: 16-19; Mark 6: 30-32; 1 Cor. 10: 23-33 
Golden Text.—Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.—1 Cor. 10: 31 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is Neh, 8: 10-17; Mark 6 : 30-32 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

Neh. 8:10 Then he said unto them, 
Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send portions unto them for 
whom nothing is prepared: for this day 
is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye 
sorry; for the joy of the Lorp is your 
strength. 

11 So the Levites stilled all the people, 
saying, Hold your peace, for the day ts 
holy; neither be ye grieved. 

12 And all the people went their way 
to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, 
and to make great mirth, because they 
had understood the words that were de- 
clared unto them. 

13 And on the second day were gath- 
ered together the chief of the fathers of 
all the people, the priests, and the Le- 
vites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to un- 
derstand the words of the law. 

d they found written in the law 
which the Lorp had commanded by 
Moses, that the children of Israel should 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Neh, 8: 10 Then he said unto them, Go 
your way, eat the fat, and drink the 
sweet, and send portions unto him for 
whom nothing is prepared; for this day 
is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye 
grieved; for the joy of Jehovah is your 
1 strength. 11 So the Levites stilled all 
the people, saying, Hold your peace, for 
the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 
12 And all the people went their way to 
eat, and to drink, and to send portions, 
and to make great mirth, because they had 
understood the words that were declared 
unto them. 

13 And on the second day were gath- 
ered together the heads of fathers’ houses 
of. all the people, the priests, and the 
Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to 
give attention to the words of the law. 
14 And they found written in the law, 
how that Jehovah had commanded by 
Moses, that the children of Israel should 
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and fetch olive branches, and _ pine 
branches, and myrtle branches, and palm 
branches, and branches of thick trees, to 
make booths, as it is written, 

16 So the people went forth, and 
brought them, and made _ themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof of his 
house, and in their courts, and in the 
courts of the house of God, and in the 
street of the water gate, and in the street 
of the gate of Ephraim. 

17 And all the congregation of them 
that were come again out of the captiv- 
ity made booths, and sat under the 
booths: for since the days of Jeshua the 
son of Nun unto that day had not the 
children of Israel. done so. And there 
was very great gladness. 


Mark 6:30 And the apostles gathered 
themselves together unto Jesus, and told 
him .all things, both what they had done, 
and what they had taught. 

31 And he said unto them, Come. ye 
yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many com- 
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branches of wild olive, and myrtle 
branches, and palm_ branches, and 
branches of thick trees, to make booths, 
as it is written. 16 So the people went 
forth, and brought them, and made them- 
selves booths, every one upon the roof 
of his house, and in their courts, and in 
the courts of the house of God, and in 
the broad place of the water gate, and in 
the broad place of the gate of Ephraim. 
17 And all the assembly of them that 
were come again out of the captivity 
made booths, and dwelt in the booths: for 
since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun 
unto that day had not the children of 
Israel done so.. And there was very great 
gladness. 


Mark 6:30 And the apostles gather 
themselves together unto Jesus; and they 
told him all things, whatsoever they had 
done, and whatsoever they had taught. 31 
And he saith unto them, Come ye your- 
selves apart into a desert place, and rest 
a while. For there were many coming 





dwell in booths in the feast of the 
venth month: 
gts And that they should publish and 


month ; 


dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh 
15 and that they should publish 
and proclaim in all their cities, and in 


much as to eat. 


proclaim in all their cities, and in Jeru- Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto the place by ship privately. 
salem, saying, Go forth unto the mount, mount, and feteh olive branches, and 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HAT a man does when he is ‘free to do as 
W pleases may make or mar the man. Multi- 

tudes in our generation are coming into an 
inheritance of increased leisure without knowing how 
to use it. In most civilized lands the twelve-hour day 
is disappearing and the five-day working week is be- 
ing seriously considered. There is the problem of how 
to use profitably the hours that are not spent in regu- 
lar employment; there is the problem of | the right 
way to enjoy rest and recreation. Timely indeed is 
the study of the Christian’s use of leisure, and of 
God’s happy solution of these problems. 


The Historical Setting 

The Feast of Tabernacles, commanded through 
Moses at Sinai about 1490 B. C., was revived under 
Ezra and Nehemiah about 444 B. C. It was held 
immediately after Nehemiah finished repairing the wall 
of Jerusalem, which was some thirteen years after 
Ezra came to Jerusalem with the second group of 
exiles. Christ called the disciples to come apart and 
rest, at Passover time, D. 29, immediately pre- 
ceding the feeding of the five thousand, just a year 
before his death. 


Verse by Verse 


Nehemiah 8: 10—Then he said. The speaker is 
Nehemiah, the governor. Go your way. They had 
gathered in the broad place before the water gate, 
just outside Jerusalem, and heard the reading of the 
law. Send portions. What-a gracious provision that 
in their feasting they were to remember the poor 
(Deut. 16: 11, 14). This day is holy, Therefore, it 
is to be full of rejoicing. The joy of the Lord is your 
strength. That is, joy that depends only upon the 
Lord; but deeper than that, it is his own joy that he 
gives (John 15:11; 16:22). 

Verse 12.—Great mirth, because they had understood 
the words. Our mirth should be related to our read- 
ing and understanding the Word of God. The Word 
had convicted them of sin, but they had repented and 
were forgiven. 

Verse 13.—Unto Esra the scribe. The elders and 
priests of the people came to Ezra the priest, the re- 
ligious leader, to study more deeply the provisions of 
the law. 

Verse 14.—Israel should dwell in booths in the 
feast of the seventh month. The Feast of Tabernacles, 
or ingathering, was held for seven days, with an 
eighth day of solemn rest added, from the fifteenth 
to the twenty-second of the seventh month, corre- 
sponding roughly to our October (Exod, 23:16; Lev. 
23: 30-43; Deut. 16: 13-17). 

Verse 15.—Go forth unto the mount. They were 
to gather the thick branches in the highlands or the 
“hill country” around Jerusalem. 


Verse 16—Every one upon the roof of his house, 
and in their courts. The flat roofs, like our deck 
roofs, were often used for outdoor gatherings. The 
booths were to remind them of their temporary so- 
journ in the wilderness, and also doubtless added to 
the out-of-doors festival joy of the occasion. ‘What 
a profusion of autumn loveliness the booths made, scat- 
tered all about! 


Verse ‘17.—Since .the days of Jeshua . ... had not: 


the children of Israel done so. This does not mean 
that the Feast of Tabernacles had not been celebrated 
since Joshua’s day~({1 Kings 8:2, 65; 2 Chron. 7:9; 
Ezra 3: 4), but that this was the first time the instruc- 
tions concerning booths (given in Leviticus) had been 
literally carried out.. There was very great gladness. 
God- had commanded them to be “altogether joyful” 
(Deut. 16:15, R. V.). 


Mark 6: 30.—The apostles gathered... tinto Jesus. 


The disciples, just returned from their tour of Gali- 
lee where Christ sent them to. the fields white unto 
harvest (Matt. 9:36 to 10:1), came to Jesus on the 
Lake of Galilee, possibly at Capernaum. Told him all 
things. Our Lord wants us to report concerning our 
ministry — the’ failures and. successes, the sorrows and 
joys, the difficulties and triumphs. 
Verse 31.—Come ye yourselves apart. He sends 
us to minister to the multitudes, but_there is need also 
of resting from the crowds. Into a desert ‘place. Not 
meaning a barren place,. but comparatively uninhabited. 
There was much grass there (v.39). And rest a 
while. Mark only records this command. What fra- 
grance for weary disciples are in the gracious. words! 
Verse. 32—By ship privately. The word: means 
rather “apart.” Their plan was to escape the crowds. 





Come Apart 
By Amos R. Wells 


EAD us, Saviour, far apart, where. thou art. 

Let our quiet converse be but with thee. Let 
the world’s confusion all from us fall. May the mad 
earth’s foolish pride slip aside. May we hear no 
more the din of its sin. As with thee we gladly 

from its woe, may we find the trusting rest that 
is best; may we in thy wisdom find peace of mind; 
may we, far from spirit foes, find repose. In thy 
calm and heavenly word, gracious I ord, may we 
learn the blessed way to thy day. Eased of all the 
heavy load of earth’s road, to the infinite sublime 
may we climb. From our peril and our pain may 
we gain something of the glorious loss of thy cross. 
May we learn, O Lord, from thee how to be high- 
exalted when abased and effaced. May we see the 
glory-land; may we stand in these bodies face to 
face with God’s grace. ‘Then, when silent time is 
past, and at last back to worldly work and woe we 
must go, go thou with us on our way aye and aye, 
as with hearts that brightly burn, we return. 











ing and going, and they had no leisure so 


32 And they departed 


and. going,. and they had no leisure so 
much as_to eat. 32 And they went away 
in the boat to a desert place apart. 


Or, stronghold. ‘ 


into a desert 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council of Religious Education, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Christ the Lord of life is also the Lord of our 
leisure hours.. He*who calls -us to work also calls 
us to play. Without Christ. we can accomplish nothing 
in service, and without him we cannot truly rest. Let 
us rest and play as unto. the Lord, with very great 
gladness, as he commanded Israel to do-in the Feast 
of Tabernacles, The Christian’s holidays are holy 
days, with Christ at the center of- them —not to‘ make 
them solemnly ‘dull-but to brighten them with true joy. 
He will also guide us in filling leisure hours © with 
fruitful service and profitable character building. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Lesson PASSAGES 


1. The Harvest Feast of Tabernacles: a week of 
rejoicing commanded (Lev. 23: 30-43). 

2. The Feast kept with great gladness under Ne- 
hemiah, by Israel’s repentant and forgiven remnant 
(Neh. 8: 9-18). 

3. Jerusalem’s future deliverance crowned by 
happy throngs of playing children in the streets 
(Zech. 8:5). 

4. Christ, who watched the children play, entered 
into all the common hitman joys and pleasures 
(Matt. 11: 16-19). 

5. Disciples called to rest; along with Jesus, after 
fruitful toil (Mark 6: 30-32). 

6. Eating and drinking, and all activities of work 
ne play to be done to God’s gtory (1 Cor. 10: 23- 
33). 


THe CHRISTIAN AND LEISURE 


1. Our Leisure and Ourselves: physical, mental, 
and spiritual development through rest, recreation, 
and the right use of spare hours. 

2. Our Leisure and Our Neighbors: sharing 
leisure with family and friends and with the poor 
and helping others to a Christian use of leisure. 

3. Our Leisure and Our Lord: doing all for his 
glory and entering into his great gladness and joy. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Feasts of -Jehovah. Three times a year the 
men of Israel were commanded to come to Jerusalem 
for the great festivals: 

1. Passover, the Feast of First-fruits and the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread, in the first month (14th to 
21st), corresponding to our April. 

2. The Feast of early harvest, later called Pente- 
cost, fifty days after the Feast of First-fruits. 

3. The Feast of Tabernacles, or of Ingathering, the 
completed harvest in the seventh month (15th to 22d), 
preceded by the Feast of Trumpets on the first day 
and the Day of Atonement (not a feast) on the tenth 
day. 

These feasts served as a memorial of God’s great 
deliverances, as a spiritual teaching concerning sin 
and redemption, as a means of unity to keep the twelve 
tribes together, as an encouragement to their agri- 
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cultural life, as a time of needed relaxation and re- 
joicing after the labor in the field. 


These feasts were also. supernatural types point- 
ing forward to the marvelous fulfillment im the spir- 
itual realm, Christ our passover has been sacrificed 
(1 Cor. 5:7), he has been raised as the first-iruits 
of those that sleep (1 Cor. 15:20, 23), and -we ‘keep 
the feast . “with the amleavened -bread. oi sincerity and 
truth” (1 Cor.. 5:8). The early harvest of three 
thousand souls at Pentecost fulfilled the Feast of early 
harvest. The Feast of Trumpets points forward to 
the announcement of the second coming of our Lord. 
The Day of Atonement, a type of Christ’s finished 
atonement, also points forward to the conversion and 
cleansing of Israel at the coming of the Lord. The 
Feast of Tabernacles points forward to the great har- 
vest ingathering of souls, probably including the mil- 
lennial period (Rom. 11:12). The feasts thus give 
a history of redemption and as they begin with the 
passover blood they close with very great gladness, the 
joy of the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14: 16-21). 

Questionable Amusements. Should a Christian 
dance? Should he attend the movies? the theater? 
the opera? Should he gamble or play cards?. Should 
he drink? Should he smoke? Do these things belong 
to the world, from which the Christian is commanded 
to separate? (1 John 2:15-17.) A Christian should 
not approach the problem by asking, “Is there any 
harm in this?” But rather by asking how Christ may 
be glorified and the life and character helped (Col. 3: 
17; 1 Cor. 10:31). 

Again, a Christian should ask whether any amuse- 
ment he takes part in will influence others toward 
evil, whether the amusement takes us into wrong com- 


panionship with unbelievers, whether it interferes with. 


spiritual life or testimony, whether it is injurious in 
any way to the body, whether time or money is used 
that should be used. elsewhere,- whether it belongs to 
the enemies of Christ, whether the amusement is 
“questionable” for us. “Can I take Christ with me 
into this pleasure?” is a question that should be faced. 
Apart from all these principles Christians should rec- 
ognize that there is an essential evil. in the modern 
dance, with its contact of ‘the sexes, in the modern 
drama, .with its portrayal of sin, and in any game 
that leads oneself or others toward gambling. 

* Other.S pecial Topics. Wholesome games and recre- 
ation. ©The’ five-day week. Profitable vacations. 
Boys’ and girls’ camps. Playgrounds. Directing the 
play of children. The Lord’s day. Wrong uses of 
leisure. oe 

Practical and Personal Applications 

Let rest follow fruitful labor. The Feast of Taber- 
nacles followed the plowing and sowing and cultivat- 
ing and reaping. Our Lord’s call to rest followed 
earnest work of teaching and preaching and healing. 
Christ calls to hard work and he calls us to happy rest. 

Enter into the joy of the Lord at work and play. 
Christ calls us to a rest of spirit at all seasons, and 
he calls on us to rejoice always. We should give 
ourselves wholeheartedly to our play, doing it as unto 
the Lord. Many Christians rest or play with a guilty 
feeling that they should be at something else. 

Make profitable use of the leisure hours not given 
to rest or. play. Avenues of happy occupation are 
opened by Bible reading and study, other wholesome 
reading and study, social fellowship, visiting with and 
playing with the children, gardening, music, work 
about the house, charitable and Christian service of 
all sorts. 

Consider the poor. In our feasting and recreation 
we should be mindful of the poor, especially of the 
children. Your class may help with outings for the 
poor children, with playgrounds and summer camps 
for boys and girls. 

Make the Lord’s day “Day of all the week the best.” 
‘One day in seven is set apart as a day of rare priv- 
ilege, really «resting from work and cares and problems 
of the six days, and giving ourselves to the Lord. 
Let us avoid all things on this day that would hinder 
happy and holy fellowship with our Lord. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 
Christ-centered labor earns Christ-centered rest. 
Christ may be magnified in our bodies in play as 

well as in work. 

For every worldly pleasure Christ asks us to give 
up, he has a thousand joys to take its place. 

If we cannot take Christ with us into some amuse- 
ment, let us separate from that amusement and stay 
with Christ. 

Sin and Satan do not put “spice” into life, but take 
the joy out of life. 


Chaucer, Spenser, Lamb, Scott, Kingsley, and other 
famous writers, did much of their literary work in 
leisure hours, amid pressing professional and business 
duties. The world remembers them for the output 
of “spare time.” 

“Good-by, God!” was the child’s farewell, as the 
family, wacation-bound, passed the church. Thus do 
we forget God in vacation, when he should be put 
into the very center of our joyous times, 


FR Rosen yen 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323- orth Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

11. December 11.—The Christian’s Use of Leisure. 
Leviticus 23: 38-43; Nehemiah &: 9-16; Zechariah 
8:5; Matthew 11: 16-19; Mark 6:30-32; 1 

1® : 23-33 

12. December 18.—Review: Christian Standards of Life, 

13 December 25.—God’s Gift to Man (Christmas 
Lesson) 


Fourth Quarter 
1. January 1.—John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 
Mark 1: 1-11 








2. January 8.—Jesus Begins His Work ....Mark 1 : 12-20 
3. January 1s.—Jesus at Work ...... re Mark 1: 21-45 
4. January 22.—Jesus Forgiving Sin ............ Mark 2: 1-12 
5. January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath ..Mark 2:13 to 3:6 
6. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve ....Mark 3 : 7-35 

Dr. H. Clay Trumbull wrote on “Border-line 
Amusements”: . these questionable amusements are 


questionable only for border-line Christians. 

God is the only giver of great gladness, 

A wholesome hobby is a healthy habit for hard- 
working men. 

Weary millions in the mission fields who- know little 
of leisure await the message of joy and gladness from 
him who calls the weary and heavy laden to rest. 

Co.umaia, S. C, 

we 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: 
club, book. 





Tennis racquet, fishing rod, vot | 





WHEN you have a holiday, how do you spend it? 
Tennis ‘or golf, fishing, or perhaps you would 
rather read a good book, or take a trip to the moun- 
tains or seashore. These things all- sound interesting 
and harmless, but do you ask God for guidance in 
your recreations? 

There are times ‘when God can use your tennis 
game. to win some young person to Christ, and I have 
known ‘a young man to give his heart to the Lord 
on a fishing ‘trip. : 

And I hear some one asking about dancing. and 
cards and the theater. Did you ever hear of anyone 
giving his heart to the Lord on the dance floor, or 
over. a card game, or at the movies, or the theater? 
Or do you know a single person who is a devotee 
of these recreations: who is interested in the salva- 
tion of souls? v 

Ask God to use your life, even in your sports and 
leisure hours. I have known young people who de- 
voted all their leisure to definite Christian work, say- 
ing they got more “kick” out of that than anything 
they had ever done. 

Why don’t you try it? At least, if your recrea- 
tions are not glorifying God, change them. 

Mopesto, CAL. * 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“A Good Time for All.”’—The people went their 
way to eat, and to drink, and to send porticns, and to 
make great mirth (Neh. 8:12). The late Governor 
Brumbaugh of Pennsylvania and I used to be out 
speaking together, now and then. He knew the hobby 
I would soon be riding, and I knew the nag he would 
mount. No matter what Dr. Brumbaugh’s theme might 
be he was sure to switch in some way to the fact that 
the great moral problem of America was to “take 
care of its population in the hours of leisure.” Dr. 
Brumbaugh had been head of the schools in Phila- 
delphia and was chosen by the U. S. Government to 
organize the school system of the newly acquired 
Porto: Rico.’ He very naturally illustrated his point 
by this school experience: One day a pretty little 
foreign girl came to him and blushingly said, “Dr. 
Brumbaugh, I am going to get married, and I would 
like to have a wedding like my American schoolmates. 
‘You know how our folks live, all packed together in 
a few little rooms. I am asking if there is any way 
I might have that big reception room in the school 
building for an hour or two some evening when it is 
not in use. I would like to invite my friends to my 
wedding.” “Why, bless your dear little heart,” cried 
the Doctor, “you can have it all day and as far into 
the night as you like.” Her friends decorated the 
room as only Italians can, had some good music, and 
the most wonderful wedding ever held among the 
foreign folks in that South Eighth Street part of town 
came to pass. Said Dr. Brumbaugh, “That one wed- 
ding among those people, ‘like American girls,’ did 
more to make good American. citizens than all the 
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lectures and teaching of all the schools.” The old 
Book believes in fun, “great mirth,” the text has it. 
The Lord Jesus was a wedding attender himself. 
Helped make it a success when gloom threatened. 
Consequently, let the C. E, and all other young folks’ 
societies tune up for the coming holidays and eat and 
drink and make great mirth, and don’t forget the pic- 
nic next summer (John 2: 7-10). 


Bible Reading.—Day by day .. . he read in the book 
of the law (v. 18). The Bible-reading church is 
always a strong, live, wide-awake church. Bless your 
heart, daily Bible reading is prosperity insurance if 
you only know it! Hence how simple and easy to 
provide for your children’s future. And the nation’s 
future. I happen to know what I am talking about. 
For thirty-eight years I have had a “day by day” sys- 
tem of Bible reading in the Rock Run Mission Sunday 
School. As I write this note I have twenty-eight 
families doing this very thing in a Sunday-school 
where the attendance is around a hundred. I gave 
out..110 first prizes last Christmas to those who had 
read every day for the year. The little Sunday-school 
is noted for its product of fine men and women who 
are filling high places down town, in mill, bank, and 
store. We raise them on milk at Rock Run. If you 
don’t just get this, turn to 1 Peter 2:2. There is (or 
was) a big billboard on the Lincoln Highway a few 
miles east, advertising milk fed poultry, and telling 
how much better they are! All of this is not put forth 
as. an argument or a preachment. Just an exhibit 
spread out on the table marked A, B, and C, to be 
taken up and handled. The old yellow envelope, Bible- 
reading Rock Runners of the other day now have 
been moved down town by the Word and now get it 
by check! 


Idlenessi—Come ye yourselves apart ... and rest 
e@ while (Mark 6:31). When the matter of the min- 
ister’s vacation comes up there is often some sour 
fellow to snarl, “The Devil doesn’t take any vacation.” 
I always reply, “Is that so!. How do you know he 
doesn’t?” He did with-Christ, He does with most 
of us.. Whether the. Devil only vacates individually 
or takes his “two weeks” in summer I do not know. 
But we find out here that the Master believes in vaca- 
tions and invites his coworkers to “come” along, 
Speaking of leisure, which is our topic for today, the 
folks I know who are leading the loneliest and leanest 
and most boresome lives are those who have leisure 
to burn. Especially women. They have no: interests, 
no responsibilities, no cares, no ambitions. Their Hives 
are. on. the. pattern of Mark Twain’s diary which ran 
page after page for a year, “Got up. Washed.° Went 
to bed.” In many a family it has been said many a 
time of Father’s or Mother’s sister, “If auntie would 
jump inte, some. of the church’s or town’s activities 
for helping folks, it would: make a new life for her.” 
“If Cousin Phoebe could be led to give her time to 
the Needle Work Guild, the Visiting Nurse, the Coun- 
try Week, she would soon be looking ten years 
younger.” “Say, Sis, if you would cut out this card 
playing business which gets you nowhere, and jump 
into the Sunday-school game the youngsters would 
keep you young, and nobody would ever put you into 
the old maid class.”» And this goes also for you old 
fellows who go shuffling along more or less grouchy 
because life has gone stale with you. - You are out of 
business and out of the current. and feel in the way, 
but if you will use your leisure to get into some sort 
of religious or near-religious work you would find 
yourself renewing your youth. An eagle instead of 
an “old rooster” (Isa. 40:31; Psa. 103: 5). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


m7 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 
on a later page of this issue? 


- A Christian’s holidays should be holy days, can we 
not make a holiday of Sunday? What would be wrong 

about playing golf or taking part in other amusements 
on Sunday? 

2. What is there essentially wrong about the dance, 
card playing, and movies 

3. What difference should there be between the amuse- 
ments of a Christian and an unbeliever? 


4. What are some of the elements in a “doubtful pleas- 
ure” that make it a sin? 


5. What is a safe, sure, and simple standard by which 
we may judge if a pleasure is a sinful one? 

6. How may we know definitely if God approves? 
swer with Scripture. 

7. What is the ultimate purpose of recreation for a 
Christian, as illustrated in our Lord’s own example? 

8. What words ot Scripture inculcate merriment as 
fitting in the observance of a religious “holiday” or feast, 
something like our Christmas season? 

9. What word of Scripture tells us there is “a time to 
laugh” among all the duties of life? 


An- 
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10. Should grown folks put aside playing 
games as a childish thing: 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


tt 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar 

1s paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of »this 
department, The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
cents in stamps. Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations or 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
te limit to ten illustrations the total number 
for any one lesson. 

The Coolie’s Kind of Joy.—The joy 
of the Lord is your strength (Neh, 8: 
10). Into a mission chapel in Peking, 
where a prayer service was being held, 
a poor coolie came and kneeled. He was 
so ignorant and stupid that it seemed 
he could not understand even the simple 
Gospel messages. While others were re- 
joicing, he continued pleading the name 
of Jesus, which was all the prayer he 
knew. Soon he arose with a happy face, 
stammering out, “I am nothing but a 
poor coolie. I have no money, and no 
learning, but in my heart's center I have 
an unable-to-speak-it-out joy.”—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


A Convincing Witness.—And all the 
people went their way to eat, and to drink 
. .. and to make great mirth (v. 12). 
The Rev. C. G. Moore tells the following 
story of a clergyman, A young girl who 
had not yet decided for Christ was to 
spend the day with him. He prayed to 
be shown how to order the day. The 
guidance came not to speak to her of 
sacred things, but to give the merriest, 
happiest day possible. And so he did, 
for he was a past master in making sun- 
shine. Soon after came a note from this 
girl announcing her decision for Christ, 
brought about by that day of pure pleas- 
ure. If Christ made him so happy and 
gracious, then she wanted to know him, 
too—From The Toronto Globe. Sent by 


Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and- 


M. H. James, Toronto, 


The Canal Boat In a Lock.—<And he 
said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest a while 
(Mark 6:31). There is progress in a 
Christian’s life when he may not seem 
to be going ahead. Like a canal boat in 
a lock, when it stands still it is rising 
all the time—From D. L. Moody. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. Prise 
illustration, 


Why He Left the Theater.—W hatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God 
(Golden Text). Dr. J. C. Massee has 
told how once when he was a young man 
he was persuaded to attend a theater 
much against his will. After being seated, 
he quickly got up. “What are you do- 
ing?” asked his friends. “I’m getting up,” 
he replied. “But where are you going?” 
they urged. “I’m going out,” said he. 
“But you just came in.” “I know it, and 
I’m just going out. See here,” added 
Mr. Massee, “I’m a Christian; I believe 
the Bible, and my Bible tells me that 
Jestis my Lord is coming back to this 
earth, and that he may come at any 
time; and J don’t want him to catch me 
in here."-—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carth- 
age, S. D. 


When Heaven Listens.—Whatsoever 
ye do, do ail to the glory of God (Golden 
Text). There is a story of some monks 
in France who were beloved for their 
loving sympathy and kind deeds; but not 
one of them could sing. Try as they 
would the music in their services was a 
failure, and it became a great grief to 
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them that only in their hearts could 
they “make melody unto the Lord.” One 
day a traveling monk, a great singer, 
asked for entertainment. Great was their 
joy, for now they could have him sing 
their services, and they planned to keep 
him with them always. But that night 
an angel came to the abbott in a dream. 
“Why was there no music in your chapel 
tonight? We always listen for the beau- 
tiful music that arises in your services.” 
“You must have been mistaken!” cried 
the abbott. “Usually we have no music 
worth hearing; but tonight we had a 
trained singer with a wonderful voice, 
and he sang the service for us. For the 
first time in all these years the service 
was beautiful.” The angel smiled. “And 
yet up in Heaven we heard nothing,” he 
said softly—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N.Y. e 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard ~ 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost not require 
constant effort and activity on the part of 
thy servants. Thou hast plainly indicated 
thy purpose that there shall be time for rest 
and recreation, building once again the waste 
of brain and body and spirit. We pray that 
we may understand the true meaning of 
rest, and not waste our spare time in ways 
that impair not. only that, but our working 
time as well. May we be wise enough to 
make provision for quiet times, turning away 
from the routine of the day to periods when 
we may rest a while, especially in that rest 
of the spirit which draws us close to thy- 
self. We ask this in the name of him who 
was so considerate of his disciples, our Lord 
Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—How do you spend 
your spare time? You needn’t answer 
in so many words, but just think about 
it for a moment. Where do your thoughts 
turn when they are lifted from the work 
of the day? What really rests you, and 
makes you fit for the working time? 
How many summer vacations are wasted 
in ways that only make the working days 
harder afterward? A wise and very 
hard. working Christian leader was_criti- 
cized for not taking summer vacations. 
With a twinkle in his eyes he answered, 
“Oh, I ‘get ‘my vacation. sitting on my 
porch at home, watching other folks 
come home in ambulances from. their 
vacations!” He found his vacation in 





sleeping well at night, in doing neigh- 
boriy things for his friends, in healthy, 
busy days of activity in his profession, 
and in avoiding the things that really 
spoii one’s spare time. Why not test 
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your use of spare time by asking hon- 
estly whether what you do is a real help 
toward your higher spiritual life and 
added strength for your work, and a con- 
tribution to your service for others? Oh, 
yes, vou can have plenty of fun doing it 
in the finest sort of ways. Have you 
ever fairly faced the fact that there can- 
not be work at its best without proper 
resting time? Let us ask God to show 
us how to use these between-time hours, 
and help us to understand that work and 
rest and real recreation are all tied up 
together in proper measure when life is 
at its best. Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Objective: The joy of being a Chris- 
tian, 
1. Hindrances to the joy. 
2. How God wants us to serve him. 
3. How to have the joy. 


bps a lot about joy there is in 
the Bible! God has made us for 
happiness. Let us see what his city, 
the New Jerusalem, is going to be like. 
(Read all together Zech. 8:4, 5, care- 
fully explaining the fourth verse.) One 
day we who have been saved by the 
Lord Jesus are going to enjoy “pleasures 
for evermore,” that is, happy ever 
after. Satan tells us that to be a Chris- 
tian is to be miserable, but that is one of 
his lies. He is the “father of lies.” 
What does our lesson tell us today? 
It tells us of boys and girls playing in 
God’s city. Now we do not play unless 
we are happy, do we? God loves us to 
be happy. Some one once took a friend 
to watch a game of baseball, but he 
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| found the game most uninteresting, and 


did not enjoy himself at all. He won- 
dered why the boys were so excited and 
waved their caps and shouted. The rea- 
son he found the game dull was because 
he did not understand it. Some people 
think like that about those who follow 
the Lord Jesus. They do not understand, 
so they think it is dull going to church 
and Sunday-school. They go because it 
is the right thing to do, and they sing 
the hymns, and say the prayers, but they 
find no joy in doing these things, 

God does not want us to serve him with 
long faces; he wants us to serve him 
with joyfulness, and because we love 
him and are grateful to him for all he 
has done for us. How joyful the early 
Christians were! They knew the Lord 
Jesus had died for them, but he was 
alive again and they were so happy they 
hardly knew what to do. All was tri- 
umph, joy, and adventure for them. No 
wonder they shouted for joy—they had 
found the source of all joy. Oh, boys 
and girls, if you know the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour, you will not be 
dull and sad, but glad—glad—glad! 
You will find life is bubbling over with 
joy, as the chorus says: 


Joy! Joy! Joy! With joy my heart is ring- 


ing; 

Joy! fel Joy! His love to me is known; 

My sins are all forgiven, I’m on my way 
to Heaven, 

My heart is bubbling over with His joy! 
joy! joy! 

It is only sin that makes us unhappy. 

(Emphasize that sin separates from God, 

and blots out joy.) To be a Christian 

and to know our sins are washed away is 

the happiest thing in the world. Then 

we can say, “Thou hast put gladness in 

my heart.” 

Oh, yes, it is true. 

Happy is the boy who believes in him, 

Happy is the girl who is cleansed from sin; 

Never to a boy did the Lord say, “No”; 

Let us. every one to the Saviour go. 


Some one has said, “When Christ 
comes in, the heart is filled with sing- 
ing.” Have you let him in? 


Expression Work 
Write on the blackboard: 


How to Have Joy: 
J esus first. 
O thers next. 
Y ourself last. 


and teach the little ones this part of 2 
chorus to be found in the Children’s Spe- 
cial Service Mission chorus book: 


J stands for Jesus, and Y stands for you, 

O stands between them, and it stands for 
nothing, too. 

Let nothing come between — whatever you 


(8) -_——— 
Let nothing come between the Saviour Jesus 
and you. 
Norwic#, Ene. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Youth and Play: 
How? When? How much? Why? 


OW all young things do love to play! 

Kittens, puppies, boys, and girls — 
and play agrees with them all — if it is 
the right kind of play! Physically men- 
tally, socially, even spiritually, whole- 
some play ought to have a large place 
in the living schedule of every youth, 
especially of Christian girls and boys 
who are seeking earnestly to follow their 
Lord in the pattern of their lives. 

It is the best kind of balance wheel 
for the almost inevitable exaggeration 
to which youth carries everything, even 
good and needful things, like religious 
meetings, service obligations, outward 
forms of all sorts, and sometimes too-in- 
tensive or too-prolonged personal devo- 
tions. It is a good check on self-con- 
sciousness and conceit—wunless it runs 
into professional athletics —a fine leveler 
and maker of true democracy among 
young people. With what delight this 
writer used to watch the freckle-faced, 
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Lesson for December 11 


lionaire’s chubby~son at ball games, on 
the school playground! And the janitor’s 
daughter make most of the goals, among 
the young society buds, at basket ball! 
My delight was generously shared by the 
boys and girls, too! 

But —play can be abused like every 
other good thing, so How? and When? 
and How much? are important questions 
for your Christian girls to consider. 
There is no general rule that can apply 
wisely to all girls, everywhere — circum- 
stances do alter cases — but the principle 
of wholesome play is wrapped up in this 
guide line, is it not? That is good fun, 
or wholesome exercise, for a girl that 
leaves her more fit for the highest oppor- 
tunities and obligations of her life than 
it found her. That is unwise or harm- 
ful that lowers her powers, . physically, 
mentally, or spiritually. The old phrase 
about “re-creation” or “wreck-creation” 
is very true. Ask your girls to put their 
favorite forms of play to this test — not 
the immediate effects only, but the total 
result in the long run on her whole life 
—and prove whether they are re-creat- 
ing her for the really fine things she ad- 
mires and want to be and do; or are 
slowly, maybe, but still surely, lowering 
her ideals, bringing bad habits, unworthy 
associates, a distaste for the best, dulling 
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By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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her joy in prayer, Bible study, worship. 
No Christian girl can defend play which 
does any of these things. Remember, too 
much of good re-creation is too much. 
How much do you help your girls to 
play wisely, teacher? How much do you 
enter into, and so guide, their fun? 


Home Study 


Look up these references and see what 
your bocy was meant to be: 1 Corinth- 


ians 3: 16, 17 and 6:19. Memorize these’ 


words, as God’s test of what is right for 
you, in amusements and recreations. 


Decatur, Ga. 
w 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A fellow and his fun. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name what 

in their opinion are “legitimate amuse- 

ments.” Teacher will strike some snags 
here, but be courageous and draw the 

“line and plummet” of a true Christian 

standard, 

Objective: Life at its best. 


AY, fellows, one day Mr. Moody, the 

great evangelist, was walking along 
the sidewalk in Chicago with a book in 
his hand, with a bright red cover. Some 
boys playing in the street were attracted 
by it, and Mr. Moody noticed they gazed 
at it as though they would like to have 
it. Stopping by the curb, he held the 
book out to them, saying, “Do you want 
it? You can have it. Take it!” They 
were astonished; didn’t believe he meant 
it. Not a boy made a move. Mr. Moody 
repeated his offer, still holding the book 
out to them. One boy edged up, cau- 
tiously, and when in reach, suddenly 
jerked the book from Mr. Moody’s hand; 
then ran around the corner as fast as he 
could go. The other boys proposed to 
“catch him” for Mr. Moody; but the 
evangelist said, “No, it is his book; I 
gave it to him, and he took it.” 

Listen, fellows, God is holding out to 
you and to me today, through these strik- 
ing passages in his Word, the proposal 
to rejoice; to be happy; to have a good 
time: to have a better time and enjoy 


life’ right. now more than any of those |} 
‘| people who do not believe in him and|! 


trust him. Yet some Christians do not 
seem to believe it can be true; they 
“snatch a little pleasure” and run away 
with it in the night, as though they must 
hide from God with it and try to enjoy 
it with a guilty conscience. Christians 
should and have a right to be the happiest 
people on earth. This does not mean 
that they can sin and get away with it. 
Sin never did make happiness anyway. It 
only brings pain, defeat, disaster, and re- 
grets. It does mean that they can find 
the heart’s best contentment in serving 
God, in obeying his law, and loving it. 

It does not mean that they will not 
suffer pain, sorrow and disappointment 
at times. -It does mean that they will be 
given peculiar strength to endure, special 
power to overcome —and with it all a 
clear conscience and an abiding sense of 
God’s companionship. That companion- 
ship is with us in our play, as well as 
our work. We do not have to run around 
the corner like the boy with the red 
covered book when we play or have our 
fan. If that boy had remained near Mr. 
Moody with his new possession, doubt- 
less the evangelist would have opened it 
up to him so he could understand it and 
better enjoy it. As it was, I seriously 
doubt whether the boy got any real pleas- 
ure or profit out of the book. 

So it is with real, wholesome fun — 
the only kind that is worth while; if we 
are recognizing God in it and squaring it 
by his known will, it is a real blessing, 
a source of sure enough profit and happi- 
ness, because by His presence and counsel 
He makes it so. 

“Ye shall rejoice in all that ye put 
your hand unto, ye and your households, 
wherein the Lord thy God hath blessed 
thee” (Deut. 12:7). “And thou shalt 
rejoice in every good thing which the 
Lord thy God hath given unto thee” 
(Deut. 26: 11). 


GreENnssoro, N. C. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 11) 


1. Those who play golf and take part in 
other amusements on Sunday do not have 
any great love for the Lord, or desire for 
his special companionship. The Sabbath is 


needed by man for worship and special spir- | 
itual fellowship with the Lord, and rest! 


from both the labor and the play of other 
days. ; 

2. In the modern dance men and women 
are drawn together into contacts that are 
not tolerated under other conditions, and 
are contrary to God’s will. Dramatic movies 
must necessarily portray sin, and acting out 
sinful passions is wrong. Card playing is 
an intoxicating game that encourages the 
gambling instinct and leads away from a 
life of faith in the sovereign 


3. Christians are commanded to love not 
the world nor the things that are in the 
world. There are reasons why the world 
loves the dance, the card table, and the 
theater, and for the same reasons a Chris- 
tian should separate from them. 

4. (1) Its being a “doubtful pleasure,” 
(2) If it knowingly causes injury to an- 
other, (3) If it “quenches the Spirit,” (4) 
If it displaces a duty. 

5. Is this something that I know by his 
Word and the witness of the Holy Spirit 
I may do? 

6. “Ask .. . seek . . .:knock” (Matt. 7: 
7, 8). “If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly ‘Father give 


| the Holy Spirit to. them that ask him?” 


(Luke 11: 13.) 


7. Relaxation, in any wholesome amuse- 
ment or recreation, is sought by a Chris- 
tian in order the better to fit him to return 
to the serious business of life—the very 


pleasures or fun of it being the best means | 
to this end. Note our Lord’s plea to “come | 


ye yourselves apart . . . and rest a while” 
— of course in order to return to work 
— ‘fit’ for its exactions (Mark 6: 30- 
32). 

(Concluded on next page) 
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8. Did not Nehemiah and Ezra after the 
most solemn study of the Scriptures, on the 


occasion of the completion of the building of 


the walls of Jerusalem, bid the people to 


celebrate this glorious time by making great 


mirth, dividing their good things with each 
other, being strong in the joy of the Lord? 
(Neh. 8: 9-12.) 

9. Read Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8. 


10, Play is not childish but chifdlike, and 
in the enjoyment of happy play Christians 
should be like children. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Dec. 18. Spreading the True Christmas Spirit. 
Phil. 4 : 14-19. 

Dec. 25. Christmas in Picture, Song, and 
Story. Luke 2 : 8-20. 


Sunday, December 11 


Practicing World Brotherhood in Our 


Own Neighborhood 
(Luke 10 : 25-37) 





Mon.—Kindness to foreigners (Ruth 2: 1- 
12). 

Tues.—A foreign woman (Mark 7 : 24-30). 

Wed.—True brotherliness (Luke 17: 11- 
19). 

Thurs.—Prejudice overcome (John 4 : 1-24). 

Fri.—A welcome to Greeks (John 12: 20- 


26). 
Sat.—A girl’s idea (2 Kings 5: 1-5). 














What foreigners live in our town, and how 
do they live? 

How may we show friendship to foreigners? 

What fine traits have you noted in for- 
eigners? 
And Thou, Who cam’st on earth to die, 
That fallen man might live thereby, 
Oh, hear us, for to Thee we cry, 

In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 


Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught, 
To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 
That every word, and deed, and thought 
May work a work for Thee. 
For all are brethren, far and wide, 
Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died; 
Then teach us, whatsoe’er betide 
To love them all in Thee. 


In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
What’er it be, ’tis ours to share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 
Give help as unto Thee. 
—Godfrey Thring. 


OES it matter what we think of and 

how we act toward our neighbors? 
The Lord Jesus himself is the authority 
for saying that it does indeed matter. 
He placed as the first commandment the 
love of God, and as the second, the love 
of neighbors as ourselves. Then he fol- 
lowed with the words, “On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets” (Matt. 22:40). If there is 
no concern in our hearts about those 
who live beside us in the town, or those 
from other lands who have come to dwell 
in our land, or those in the far corners 
of the earth who are still our world 
neighbors, then we may question our re- 
lationship to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


But perhaps some of us like the law- 
yer of our Scripture lesson have been 
seeking to excuse ourselves by asking 
the question, “Who is my neighbor?” 
(v. 29.) To be sure we have been help- 
ful to some, but we like to pick and 
choose. We do not find it particularly 
difficult to be neighborly to those whom 
we consider upon the same social level 
as ourselves, or to those who are attrac- 
tive and refined. But the Lord permits 
us to hide behind no such subterfuge as 
did the lawyer. The teaching of the 
whole parable in our lesson is clear. 
Wherever there is need, there lies our 
duty as neighbors, whether or not the 
individual be of our race or creed, 
whether he be repulsive or attractive, or 
whatever may be his social standing. 


we 


But no doubt many of us have found 
that, of ourselves, we are incapable of 








such an all-inclusive love and concern 
for others, Human nature revolts against 
the unlovely or the uncouth. 

Yet nothing is so hopeless as a charity 
or a benevolence whose heart is frozen, 
and nothing will more quickly stir up 
resentment and antagonism to those 
toward whom it is directed. 

Where then are we to find that warmth 
of heart that will reach out to all, re- 
gardless of what they may hc, or whom 
they may be. This can only come from 
God himself, —from him who so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, from him who is not willing that 
any should perish but that all might come 
to repentance. Only God can put into 
our hearts the love that we must show 
toward others. 


But there is another extreme beside 
that of cold charity against which we 
must guard. It is possible to have a 
sentimental concern over the physical or 
social well-being of another, and yet 
neglect the greatest opportunity that the 
Christian has,—that of presenting the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only permanent 
remedy for suffering and sin. 





NOVEMBER 26, 1932 


Perhaps our young people’s. group has 
already been planning and preparing to 
minister to the needs of the more unfor- 
tunate in your community this Christmas 
time. Perhaps you have included in your 
program those of other nationalities and 
even those of other faiths who are living 
in your town or city and who need your 
help for the ‘necessities of life. Perhaps 
you have learned how to say the warm, 
kindly. words that take the edge off of 
charity and help such needy ones feel that 
you are personally interested in their 
welfare. 

But what a tragedy it would be, with 
all this, if you failed to tell them of the 
One you know who alone can touch the 
human heart and heal it ‘of its sorrows 
and bring peace and joy that will sustain 
in the midst of difficulty and trouble. 
Have you shown a real concern that they, 
too, might know your Lord and Saviour, 
and thus enter into that infinitely deeper 
brotherhood with you that is possible only 
between those who have been washed 
from their sins and have entered into the 
family of God through belief on the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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views on every other question. There 
are four sections in this scholarly and 
reverent discussion of a difficult subject. 
One sees first the perfect Man, then the 
fact that Christ is Very God of Very 
God, two natures and yet one Person 
forever. The last section, added for this 
questioning age, is an examination of the 
reliability of the sources of our knowl- 
edge. Dr. M’Intyre, of the Bible Train- 
ing Institute in Glasgow, Scotland, main- 
tains with great ability what he calls “the 
second line of defense,” though one can 
see that he rejoices most in the security 
of the inner line of divine inspiration. 
His unfolding of two difficult texts, Mark 
13:32 and Philippians 2:7, is an espe- 
cially valuable part of the volume. 


For Freedom. By Arthur Huff Fauset. 
(Franklin Publishing and Supply Ce., 
1931 Cherry St., Philadelphia, Library 
edition $1.50, school edition $1, postpaid.) 
“This side up with care” was marked on 
the box in which Henry Brown was ship- 
ped from Richmond to Philadelphia, but 
the warning was not always obeyed, and 
for twenty-six hours the escaping slave 
endured great hardships. This is one 
of many interesting incidents, which Mr. 
Fauset, himself a Negro, gives in an 
account of the lives of many of his race 
who have achieved distinction. The first 
two chapters deal with the beginnings of 
slavery in Europe and America. The 
next chapter reminds us that of the four 
patriots who were killed in the famous 
Boston massacre one was Crispus At- 
tucks, an escaped slave. Banneker’s 
Almanac, which was endorsed by Thomas 
Jefferson, and proved of value to many 
farmers, was the work of an old Negro, 
Benjamin Banneker. Sojourner Truth, 
who lived for over a hundred years, went 
up and down the land appealing for the 
freedom of her people, and was a help 
and encouragement to her more educated, 
theugh not more intelligent, countryman 
Frederick Douglass. Such well-known 
Negroes as Blanche Kelso Bruce, one 
time United States Senator from Missis- 
sippi, Booker T. Washington, George 
Washington Carver, Roland Hayes, Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar, and others are given 
a brief biographical sketch. The struggle 
against great odds with which, almost 
without exception, these men and women 
attained greatness is most, inspiring read- 
ing, and though the book is written spe- 
cially for young people it is, as the author 
says, “everybody’s story.” 


Song Friends for Younger Children. 
Edited and annotated by Clara Beers 
Blashfield. (The Vaile Co., Rock Island, 
Ill., $2.50.) Many of the great com- 
posers wrote music simple enough to be 
sung and appreciated by little children. 
“Song Friends” is a loose-leaf folio of 





songs and instrumental music to be used 
in the religious education of children, 
and Clara Beers Blashfield has included 
airs from such composers as Mendelssohn, 
Gounod, Handel, and Mozart in this ex- 
cellent collection. Interesting facts about 
each song and suggestions regarding the 
best methods of teaching and using it 
are given on the same page. There are 
a number of songs without words such 
as the old Welsh air “All Through the 
Night,” and the first section of the 
“Spring Song,” and “Souvenir.” These 
are intended to give children an appre- 
ciation of worth-while music. The com- 
piler suggests that after a selection is 
played the teacher ask the children what 
they believe it represented. Each folio 
is numbered and is of four pages with a 
song and accompanying helps on each 
page, all four songs dealing with one 
subject. For instance, Folio I has songs 
about God, Our Friend, Stories of Jesus, 
Easter, Christmas, Thanksgiving, Calls 
to Worship, Greetings, The Gift of 
Happy Homes, are some of the titles of 
other folios, Although the choice of 
tunes for this volume is exceptionally 
good there are some instances where 
the words fall short. This is especially 
true of the Easter selections which are 
wanting in any expression of the true 
meaning of Easter or the resurrection 
message. It has been agreed by school 
music authorities that a child’s voice 
ranges from lower E to upper F, and these 
folio songs. have been written within this 
range. As new folios are published they 
can easily be added to the collection be- 
cause of the loose-leaf system. Parents, 
Sunday-schéol teachers, and teachers of 
kindergarten and early school grades will 
find “Song Friends” a real help, and the 
words and music will enrich the lives 
of the children who learn to love them. 


Individual Work for Individuals. By 
Henry Clay Trumbull, D.D. (American 
Tract Society, 7 West Forty-fifth St., 
New York, $1.) Have you ever felt an 
uneasy prompting to speak to your friend 
about his eternal welfare and then dallied 
with the thought of your own unfitness 
and timidity and so let the opportunity 
slip, perhaps again and again? If so, 
the reading of this remarkable book, first 
published some thirty years ago and now 
offered in a fresh edition, will bring you 
up standing at attention, face to face 
with your eternal responsibility. It is 
hard to imagine that Henry Clay Trum- 
bull was delayed a long time from enter- 
ing the kingdom because of the reluctance 
of a friend to speak to him on this most 
intimate subject. Yet he tells us such 
was the case. And because he recognized 
in his own experience the urgent need 
for the fearless personal appeal he de- 
termined never to neglect his own duty in 
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the matter. And so he became the winner 
of thousands of souls, not through a pul- 
pit appeal, but in intimate, personal en- 
counters. Yet he tells us most surpris- 
ingly, after nearly half a century of such 
service, “I find it as difficult to speak 
about it at the end of these years as 
at the beginning.” The reader will not 
wonder that, as his son, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, says in the Introduction to the new 
edition, “the little book now reprinted 
. .. proved to be the most influential of 
all the books he wrote.” It is more 
thrilling than any novel, because it is 
saturated with the romance of soul-win- 
ning, not mere theory, but aetual personal 
incidents under many and varied condi- 
tions. And it not only grips the imagina- 
tion; it impels the most timid to go forth, 
in weakness if need be, to try to do like- 
wise. The book has a message for the 
humblest layman; and it is devoutly to 
be wished that every preacher great or 
small might have brought to his attention 
the author’s statement, “The intensity 
of the appeal is in inverse prcportion to 
the area covered.” And again, that in- 
ability to speak to an individual soul for 
Christ, instead of being an amiable weak- 
ness is a “pitiable moral and spiritual 
defect.” 


Looking Beyond. By William Evans, 
Ph.D., D.D. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 843 N. Wells St., Chicago, 
40 cents.) Suicide is commonly attributed 
to insanity. The head of an anti-suicide 
society of New York, however, recently 
named disappointment as the principal 
cause of this tragedy, and the Gospel 
tidings as the permanent cure. This 
handy volume bears a timely message to 
a stricken and despairing world. In his 
well-known scholarly style the author 
presents four great truths, which consti- 
tute the secret of Christian blessedness 
amidst adversity as recorded by Paul (2 
Cor. 4:7 to 5:10). Dr. Evans’ comments, 
illustrations, and testimony are combined 
with solid Bible study. An interesting 
discourse is included on the significance 
of figures and terms used in Scripture to 
describe death. The discussion of indi- 
vidual future rewards should make the 
professing Christian examine his own 
heart and life instead of complaining of 
his misfortunes. The book furnishes con- 
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vincing testimony to the Christian’s as- 
surance and foretaste of better things to 
come, given through the Holy Spirit. It 
is, therefore, a call to every doubting soul, 
burdened and unappreciated, to pass, by 
faith, from spiritual death to life in 
Christ. 


The Bible in Religious Education. By 
J. Sheatsley, D.D. (Book Concern, 55 
E. Main St., Columbus, Ohio, $1.50.) 
Whether or not the great body of evan- 
gelical Christians realize it, the religious 
education movement today is at the cross- 
roads. Indeed, there is considerable evi- 
dence to indicate that it has gone beyond 
the crossroads and has taken the path 
of Modernism; materialism, and agnos- 
ticism. This being the case, when one 
reflects upon the millions of children in 
Sunday-schools and week-day religious 
schools, he is staggered at the eternal 
issues at stake. With these facts in 
mind, such a volume as “The Bible in 
Religious Education” has a_ particular 
significance. For Dr, Sheatsley is a care- 
ful thinker. His book is a thoroughgoing 
evaluation of the Bible as the only ade- 
quate standard and guide for religious 
education. With rare discrimination and 
convincing logic he demonstrates the need 
for the kind of authority that the Bible 
alone gives. His discussion of the great 
issues of religious education is modern 
and enlightened, yet at the same time it 
exhibits a high view of inspiration and a 
true appreciation of the dynamic power 
of the Gospel of Christ. Particularly 
valuable is the fact that Dr. Sheatsley 
has made a careful study of the attitudes 
and theories of the modernistic school of 
religious education. Unfortunately the 
author has mistakenly spoken of Sir Wil- 
fred Grenfell’s work as being in Alaska 
among people of Norwegian and Scottish 
descent, instead of in Labrador, where 
it actually is. Doctrinally the book quite 
properly reflects Dr. Sheatsley’s Luth- 
eran point of view, and most evangelicals 
will find themselves in agreement with 
him except perhaps in the matter of bap- 
tism and its implications, 


The Making of a Teacher. By Martin 
G. Brumbaugh. (Harper and Bros., New 
York, $1.50.) Few books on education 
run through ten editions, and few of 
them survive after a quarter-century. In 
1905 The Sunday School Times Company 
published a book of discussions on re- 
ligious education that had been written 
as a series for the Times by Dr. Martin 
G. Brumbaugh, Professor of Pedagogy 
at the University of Pennsylvania. This 
series, “The Making of a Teacher,” found 
a large welcome, not only among Sunday- 
school teachers but among public school 
teachers also, to whom the author was 
well known because of his inspiring lec- 
tures at county, state, and national 
teachers’ meetings. It will be welcome 
news to many that this book, which*has 
been out of print, has now been repub- 
lished by the enterprise of the Harpers. 

The Foreword is by President Charles 
Calvert Ellis of Juniata College, who was 
one of Dr. Brumbaugh’s students when 
the book was in the making, and Presi- 
dent Ellis believes that because of its 
practical character, and particularly be- 
cause it came from the heart of one 
who could not only talk about teaching 
and write about it but who could actually 
do superb and inspiring teaching, the 
book still has a message of vital inter- 
est for all teachers who understand that 
their work is not primarily a series of 
technical procedures but a vital process 
based upon rightly adjusted human rela- 
tionships. 

“The Making of a Teacher” is not one 
of those books that the ordinary reader 
can but vaguely comprehend. Clarity of 
expression is one of its characteristics. 
But it is a profound book, sounding the 
depths of true teaching and basing it 
upon a foundation of philosophical psy- 
chology and, most of all, of Christian 
philosophy that finds its authoritative ex- 
pression in the pedagogy of the Master 
Teacher, to whom three of the chapters 
are devoted. 

The book discusses the use of questions 
as a teaching art, but each chapter is 


followed by a series of questions which 


are themselves a practical illustration of 
the art. 
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alone the treatise is well worth its modest 
price. The new edition has been com- 
pletely reset in a modern format, and re- 
printed from new plates, with the statis- 
tical information brought up to date. 
The chapters are usually of six or eight 
pages suitable for a brief reading or for 
class study when supplemented by the ap- 
pended questions and suggestions. 

While the recently trained teacher will 
miss familiar modern lingo, such as “de- 
fense reaction,” “inferiority complex,” 
etc., he cannot possibly miss a great deal 
of* most practical guidance toward the 
goal of successful teaching. There are 
illuminating illustrations, and real inspi- 
raticn here and there in the uplifting and 
beautiful phrasing through which the 
author uncovers that poetic love of beauty 
which were characteristic of one who 
never tired of the charm of nature in 
her lovely moods in the valley of the 
“Blue Juniata” where was born, 
where he passed through the rural school 
to the presidency of his college, and 
where he sleeps now near the town “set 
in a thousand hills.” , 


Who’s Who in America for 1932- 
1933. (A. N. Marquis Ce., 919 North 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, $8.75.) Over 
thirty thousand biographical sketches of 
the most notable living American men 
and women are to be found in the sev- 
enteenth biennial issue of this well known 
reference work. It includes, as nearly 
as possible, sketches of all living Ameri- 
cans whose position, activities, or achieve- 
ments make them of general interest, 
telling the things one wants to know 
about those who are most conspicuous 
in every reputable walk of life. Under 
the name of any individual one finds his 
or her occupation, date and place of 
birth, the parents’ names, the colleges 
or universities which the individual at- 
tended and the degrees received, names 
of husband or wife and children, titles 
of books written, membership in clubs, 
the latest home address, and other valu- 
able information. Since the edition for 
1930-31 was published two years ago, 
the volume has undergone thorough re- 
vision. All the old sketches were sent 
out to be revised, and most of the 
sketches in the book have been amended 
or altered in one or more particulars. 
Nearly 3,500 entirely new sketches have 
been added. A study of the. educational 
equipment of those. listed in the 1928- 
29 edition shows that. nearly 23,000 col- 


On this one phase of teaching { legians were then represented in the book 
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and that the college graduates numbered 
nearly 20,000, The value of education 
is presented to the eye in a graph show- 
ing that 85 of each 100 persons furnish- 
ing educational data attended college, and 
73 of each 100 were graduated. This valu- 
able reference is indispensable to news- 
papers and religious journals, public 
libraries and public schools, and is valu- 
able in offices and homes. It gives defi- 
nite and dependable information concern- 
ing the leaders in American thought and 
action. 


Consolation. By Mrs. Charles E. Cow- 
man. (Oriental Missionary Society, 900 
N. Hobart Blvd., Los Angeles, $1.50.) 
Who has not heard of “Streams in the 
Desert,” that remarkable devotional book 
that has brought refreshing to so many 
parched souls? It has run through ten 
editions, and in an almost incredibly short 
time has gone to the ends of the earth. 
“Consolation” is its companion book, ded- 
icated to the “largest household in the 
world, the household of the sorrowing.” 
Mrs. Cowman, widow of a noted mis- 
sionary, has found her Lord the “God 
of all comfort” and longs to comfort 
others as she herself has been comforted 
of God. At the time of her own devastat- 
ing. bereavement she received many mes- 
sages of sympathy from all over the 
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world, ms, clippings, and quotations 
of a R03 They did not altogether ban- 
ish the darkness, but they helped, and 
they showed many a glint of light. Some 
of these messages and others from many 
and vatied sources haye been carefully 
compiled and linked with a Bible verse. 
Many of the paragraphs are as intimate 
as a loving letter from a friend in time 
of sorrow. As those who are passing 
throug trials are not inclined or able to 
follow long readings, the passages are 
short, a verse and a brief message for 
each of the 365 days in the year. In or- 
der to make this rich collection the more 
available there is added an index of first 
lines of poetical quotations. The book 
is beautifully bound, and will make an 
ideal gift that will be read, and loved, 
and lent, through the years. 


The Whistlepunk. By Burnita Collins. 
(Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Co., Boston, 
$1.50.) Nat Taylor’s moet ambition was 
to get an education. Ever since his par- 
ents had died in a California lumber 
camp, Nat had worked as a helper in 
the camp cook-house, Bat his heart was 
out among the great redwoods with the 
loggers, and he longed for the time when 
he might merit the job of whistlepunk 
and transmit signals from the loggers to 
the men who ran the donkey engine that 
hoisted the logs and loaded the cars. At 
last his chance came when he saved the 
lives of an engine crew. But his coveted 
job, which he had counted upon to add 
to his scant savings for an education 
swung him into the center of a plot to 
defraud the lumber company. Through 
many thrilling adventures, among which 
are a forest fire and a battle with camp 
desperadoes, Nat comes out on top and 
realizes his cherished ambition. The story 
carries with it all the tang and zest of 
the great outdoors among the giants of 
California’s redwood forests, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director o: 


The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Heme Daily Read- 
ings on the International Uni Sunday 
oo] Lessons, issued by the In 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 5 to 11 

Mon.—Nehemiah 8: 9-18. Enjoying the Good. 

Prayer Succestions: “All the people 
wept, when they heard the words of the 
law” {v. 9). The Word of God took 
powerful hold upon them. Oh, may our 
heartstrings be thus attuned to His Word 
of Truth! Hearts experiencing the power 
of the Word of God will know niingled 
emotions of sorrow and joy. Sorrow 
thus produced will lose itself in “the joy 
of the Lord” which is our “strength” (v. 
10). Our prayer request for today is 
for the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 
1418 North Sixteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia; Lew Wade Gosnell, Dean. 


Tues.—Mark 6 : 30-34. Rest and Recreation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Rest and re- 
freshment of mind and body are essential 
to efficiency in Christian service. A well- 
known surgeon once said that “when 
Satan finds a Christian worker who is 
being much used of the Lord, he jumps 
upon his back, claps his spurs in, and 
says, ‘Get out of my way, as quickly as 
you can.’” Mr. Moody used to say, 
“Satan tries to get God’s servants to do 
either nothing, or everything.” Let us 
keep the middle course. Pray that God’s 
servants may have wisdom to keep Scrip- 
turally balanced in their labors for Christ. 
Our prayer objective today is for special 
blessing upon The Star of Hope Mission, 
34-38 Broadway, Paterson, N. J.; Peter 
Stam, Missionary. 
Wed.—Leviticus 23 : 39-44. A Joyful Feast. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “On the first 
day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth 
day shall be a sabbath” (v. 39). A joy- 
ful feast always begins and ends in fel- 
lowship with God. The surest way to be 
happy in the Lord is to rest in the Lord. 
Miss Havergal’s lines beautifully illus- 
trate this truth. She says: 


My joys to Thee I bring, 
he joys Thy love has given, 
That each may be a wing, 
To lift me nearer Heaven. 


A heart in unbroken communion with 
God has a continual feast. This is the 
rand secret of success in God’s work. 
Today we are requested to pray for 
Moose Jaw Bible Institute, 1160 Chest- 
nut Avenue, Moose Jaw, Sask., Can.; 
W. J. Millar, Principal. 


Thurs.—Zechariah 8 : 1-8. 
The Children Playing. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “There shall yet 
[i. e., in addition] old men and old wo- 
men dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, 
and every man with his staff in his hand 
for very age. And the streets of the 
city shall be full of boys and girls play- 
ing in the streets thereof” (vs. 4, 5). 
What a tender divine touch! God’s care 
of the aged and his love for the children 
flash out from the sacred page. “Should 
it. . . be marvellous in mine eyes?” (v. 
6.) “I will save my people from the east 
country, and from the west country” (v. 
7). This double blessing, in fulfillment 
of age-long prophecies, is but a small 
thing in the eyes of the God of all grace. 
“Who only doeth wondrous things” (Psa. 
72:18). Let your prayers today be for 
the publication: The Jewish Era, organ 
of the Chicago Hebrew Mission, C. P. 
Meeker, Editor, 1311 South Kedzie Ave- 
nue, Chicago. 


Fri.—Luke 22 : $4-62. Dangerous Leisure. 
Prayer SuGcesTions: It has been said 
that most of the railroad yard fatalities 
occur to individuals who are working 
out of their accustomed places as sub- 
stitutes for others. Spiritual dangers 
lurk in unsuspected places for Christians. 
“Peter followed atar off,” then “sat 
down” among the enemies, and it was 
there he got into trouble. “Christian, 

















walk carefully, danger is near,” particu- 
larly in moments of leisure. Peter ne- 
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glected the caution given in Psalm 1, 
about the “way of sinners,” and “the seat 
of the scornful,” and also the exhorta- 
tion of Christ to “watch and pray” (Matt. 
26: 41), and therefore fell. The price for 
that dangerous leisure is stated in three 
words, “Peter . . . wept bitterly.” In 
your prayers today will you kindly re- 
member the Helping-Up Mission, 611 
West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 10 : 23-33. 
Mindful of the Weaker Ones. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Paul’s severe 
stricture of many in his day, that “all 
seek their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ’s” (Phil. 2:21), has its 
parallel here in the words, “Let no man 
seek his own [advantage], but every man 
another’s wealth [welfare]” (1 Cor. 10: 
24). Mr. Finney has a lecture on “Self- 
ishness Is Not True Religion.” He goes 
on to show that if we act upon the notion 
that people are not selfish we soon get 
undeceived. Oh, may the Lord Jesus so 
fill our hearts that people shall see “Him- 
self-fulness,” instead of “self-fulness” in 
us! The Christlike example of the apos- 
tle Paul is stated thus: “I please all 
men in all things, not seeking mine own 
profit, but the profit of many, that they 
may be saved” (v. 33). The implication 
is that a selfish life wil! not promote the 
business of saving the lost. Today when 
we pray let us remember the American 
Mission to Lepers, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York. 
Sun.—Philippians 4: 4-9. Choosing the Best. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Spiritual prep- 
aration for choosing the best must not 
be overlooked. “Hearts and minds” kept 
through Christ Jesus guarantee right 
choices. All who have tasted that the 
Lord is gracious will want the “best” 
things. They will want only what is 
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, of good 
report, virtuous, and praiseworthy. “The 
peace of God” in the heart and the God 
of peace in the life make life indeed 
glorious, and as Peter phrases it: a “joy 
unspeakable and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1: 
8). Satanic temptations come down ave- 
nues suggested by words the very opposite 
of this list of “best” things. “In every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving” assures us of that spiritual 
preparation for choosing the “best,” and 
also deliverance from the wiles of Satan. 
Pray today for Ganado Mission, Ganado, 
Ariz.; Dr. C. G. Salsbury, Superintend- 
ent. This Mission is under the National 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
DD; Sk 
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